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OT Poetry with the Whole Bible in Mind
Any faithful handling of OT poetry must bear the historical context and the overarching sweep of biblical narrative in mind. This session seeks to provide a “birds-eye” view of the whole Bible and thus give a map to help understand that context, especially in terms of the various poetic fulfillments in Christ.
Rev Mark Meynell is Senior Associate Minister at All Souls Church, Langham Place, London in the UK. He also works part-time as the European Coordinator for Langham Preac[image: image1.jpg]®
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hing (an arm of Langham Partnership International), which seeks to develop biblical preaching programmes across several countries.  He was previously on the faculty and Acting Principal of the Kampala Evangelical School of Theology (in Kampala, Uganda), where he also led the Uganda Langham Preaching seminar, ministering to pastors and lay preachers throughout Uganda.  He is the author of Cross-examined (IVP), The New Testament & Slavery (Latimer Trust) and the Good Book Guide to Colossians (Good Book Co). He lives in central London with his wife Rachel and two children, Joshua & Zanna.
1. The Shape of the Story

A. God’s Story 

Genesis 1

B. Human Story

Gen 2

Gen 3

C. Rescue Story

Gen 3:15 

Rev 20:7-15
Rev 21:1-4
Rev 22:1-5

2. God’s Kingdom Promised

A. Abraham – the beginning (Genesis 12, 15, 17)

12:1

land
12:2-3

people 
17:1-14
covenant

Gen 50:20 – a template for the way God works.

But the kingdom promises won’t be realised until…

B. Exodus – the Great Escape

Exodus 12
Sinai (Ex 19:5-6, 20:2)
3. God’s Kingdom Foreshadowed

Judges 

1 Sam 8

A. The Golden Age – of David & Solomon

2 Samuel 7:11-16
1 Kings 8

1 Kings 10 (esp vv8-9)

B. The Golden Age – The not-so golden reality

1 Kings 11

· Northern Kingdom – Israel, capital: Samaria – destroyed by Assyria in 722BC
· Southern Kingdom – Judah, capital: Jerusalem – exiled by Babylon in 596 & 586BC

God’s kingdom can never be realised now without…

C. God’s Rescue – the Prophetic Promise of a New Exodus

Isaiah 40:1-11, 65:17f


Jeremiah 31:31-34



Ezekiel 36:24f

Ezra 3:10-13
Nehemiah 13

4. God’s Kingdom At Hand

A. Gospels: The King has come…

Matthew 1 

Luke 1:27, 32, 69; 2:4, 11; 3:23f

… and has worked his rescue

Luke 23:45-47

B. Acts: The Message of the Kingdom is spread

Acts 1:6-8 … 28:31

C. Epistles: The People of God under His rule in a fallen world

5. The Kingdom is Consummated

Revelation 21-22

When are we redeemed?

· Gal 3:13
· Col 1:14
· Rom 8:23

6. Where does Wisdom Literature Fit in all this?
Further Reading:
- Vaughan Roberts: God’s Big Picture (IVP UK)

- Graeme Goldsworthy: According to Plan (IVP) and Gospel and Wisdom (IVP)
DIAGRAM 1: A BIBLE OVERVIEW GRID

	God’s Kingdom
	God’s people
	God’s place
	God’s rule

	Creation
	Adam & Eve
	Garden of Eden
	His Word

	THE FALL

	Promised
	Abraham & Family
	The Promised Land
	The Covenant

	After Egypt
	Moses & Israel
	The Tabernacle
	The Covenant & Law

	In The Land
	David, Solomon & Israel
	Land & Temple
	The Covenant & Law

	THE EXILE

	Prophets’ Hope
	Remnant of Israel
	Land & Temple restored
	New Covenant

	THE GOSPEL
	JESUS
	JESUS
	JESUS

	The Last Days
	The Body of Christ
	Church as Temple
	New Covenant – Word & Spirit

	The Last Day –

Hell or Heaven
	HELL

	
	The Bride of Christ
	Heaven (No Temple)
	Around God’s Throne
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DIAGRAM 2: THE BIBLE’S HIGHS & LOWS

DIAGRAM 3: OLD TESTAMENT TIMELINE

Period Between 


OT & NT





 HAGGAI


 ZECHARIAH


 MALACHI





Exiles RETURN





KING CYRUS’ Edict of Return 


(538 BC)





Taken form Vaughan Roberts’ GOD’S BIG PICTURE (IVP, 2003)





1st Deportation To Babylon (597 BC)





 Isaiah


 Micah





 Jeremiah





Exile to Assyria (722 BC)




















- EZEKIEL





2nd Deportation To Babylon (586 BC)





- Elijah





- Amos


- Hosea





ISRAEL





JUDAH





Nations Divide (922 BC)





- Abraham (c18th BC)





- Moses (c13th BC)





- David (c1000 BC)





EZRA -


NEHEMIAH -
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