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Session Summary

How can European believers
meaningfully engage with other
believers who differ in race,
Christian tradition, and culture to
reach the nations in their
communities with the Gospel?
What are the practical steps to
build trust so we can work
together to reach those without
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ?




LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Participants will understand the biblical basis for Diaspora Mission

The participants will learn two approaches used by a Mission organisation
and a church in England to reach the nations in their midst.

Participants will understand and appreciate the need to collaborate across
racclial, cultural, theological, and church traditions to reach the nations in their
midst.

Participants will learn the practical steps for working with other Christians to
reach those without faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.



Definitions of Diaspora

Biblical Definition:

The Greek word diaspora (GK diacmopa) —carries the idea of dispersion, dispersed, or scattered
(Gens 12:1-3; John 7:35; Acts 8:1,4; 11:19; 17:26-28; James 1:1; 1 Pet 1:1)

General Definition:

Those who have migrated from, or whose heritage derives from, another part of the world. Their
identity is shaped by the ongoing bond with their place of origin and the barriers of
understanding, belonging, and integration experienced within the host culture.

It is the scattering of individuals from their country of origin for God’s
redemptive purposes.



WHAT IS DIASPORA MISSION?

“Christians participating in God’s redemptive mission to evangelise
their kinsmen [people of the same nationality or ethnic group] on
the move and through them to reach out to natives in their
homelands and beyond.”

~ Enoch Wan



Diaspora Mission in the Old Testament: The Jewish Diaspora
(Jer. 29: 4-7 NIV)

4This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those |

carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: ® “Build houses and settle
down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. ® Marry and have sons and
daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so
that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do
not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which |

have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers,
you too will prosper.

Missiological Implication:

* Diaspora believers should integrate into their host societies while

maintaining their faith and being agents of God’s kingdom in foreign
lands.



Diaspora Mission in the New Testament: The Antioch Church (Acts
11:19-21 NIV)

19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out
when Stephen was killed travelled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and
Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews. 2° Some of them, however,
men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to
Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The
Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and
turned to the Lord.

Missiological Implication:

The church in diaspora is not simply in survival mode but is strategically
placed to engage new cultures, evangelise, and establish churches in

new regions.



Q&A



The Case of London City Mission Engaging Diaspora
Communities and Churches

Well, the first thing that | noticed was
the unity in the Church




The Case of London City Mission Engaging Diaspora
Communities and Churches

Approaches to Engaging Diaspora Churches and Communities
* Established a Diaspora Ministry Specialism

* Orientated the missionaries about Diaspora Ministry/Mission

e Started engaging Diaspora communities, churches and leaders in
relationship-building

* Organised conferences and seminars with diaspora church leaders
and communities

* Journeying with diaspora communities and churches by
establishing partnerships



The Case of Sheffield Community
Church in England: Steps Taken to
Engage Diaspora Communities

e Self Reflection- Culture
 Setthe Vision of the church

* Used one predominant
language-English

* Engaged the African and other
non-African cultures

* Engaged other pastors and
church leaders for a deeper
relationship




Working Together to Reach The Nations:
Challenges

J Racial Challenges
J Cultural Differences and Stereotypes
] Differing Theological Positions & Christians Traditions

] The Perceived Supremacy of Western Missional Endeavours



] Differing Leadership Expressions- High and Low Distance
Models

[ Trust Issues and Past Experiences

] Differing Mission approaches



Practical Steps to Build Trust & Working Together To Reach
The Nations in Our Midst

o Listen and Learn: Engage in honest conversations to understand each
other’s perspectives.

o Serve Together: Partner in local outreach initiatives (food banks,
language classes, community service).

o Worship and Pray Together: Foster spiritual unity through joint services
and prayer gatherings.

2 Equip & Empower: Provide cross-cultural and intercultural training and
share ministry resources.

o Build Long-Term Relationships: Move beyond events to deep, ongoing
partnerships.



Questions for
General Discussion

1. What blessings and
challenges have you
encountered engaging with
Diaspora Communities,
Churches, and Leaders?

2. What blessings and
challenges have you had
working with others to
reach the nations in your
midst?
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