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Real World Theology: How to Think Theologically 
About Any Field of Study 

 
This lecture will answer the question of why Christian scholars need to think theologically by 
considering the following: Biblical Christianity is based on the Truth, that is, God’s self-revelation of 
Himself through the Lord Jesus Christ and through the inerrant Scriptures. This theological concept of 
‘the Truth’ involves also the attributes of unity and consistency. All thinkers have, and all kinds of 
thinking necessarily involve, some ultimate presuppositions which affect all our thoughts, 
interpretations, and actions. As Christian scholars of any discipline, we are obliged to ’bring every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ’ and to reject epistemic idolatry. That is why we have 
to understand clearly our specifically Christian theological presuppositions and their consistent 
implications for various fields of thought. 
 
Juha Ahvio is a Finnish theologian who works as a Director of Research at the Patmos Foundation 
for World Missions in Helsinki. He received his D.Theol. degree in Systematic Theology from the 
University of Helsinki. Ahvio is also an Adjunct Professor (dosentti in Finnish, Privatdozent in 
German) of Dogmatics at the University of Helsinki. His scholarly interests have focused on 
confessional Reformed theology and apologetics from the systematic, epistemological, and historical 
points of view. Ahvio has also written several popular books on various contemporary theological, 
political, and social topics in order to defend both theologically and politically consistently 
conservative positions. 
 
 

I. By understanding the Christian epistemic duties 
 

A. God is Truth in His self-revelation: general and special revelation 
 

1. Creation 
 
 

2. The Lord Jesus Christ 
 
 

3. The Scriptures: verbally inspired inerrant Bible 
 
 

B. The epistemic concept of truth 
 

1. Unity, consistency; personal and eventual dimensions 
 
 

2. Propositional nature; correspondence; reliability 
 
 

C. The epistemic duty of a Christian scholar: 2 Corinthians 10:4–5 
 

1. Reject epistemic idolatry, Col. 2:2–4 
 
 

2. Jesus Christ is Lord, Phil. 2:11  
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II. By understanding the Christian metaphysical/ontological presuppositions 

 
A. Doctrine of God: Theology proper  

 
1. Classic Christian trinitarian theism 

 
 

2. Doctrine of creation: the distinction between Creator and the creature 
 
 

3. Substance metaphysics: Christian Aristotelianism 
 
 

B. Doctrine of man: Anthropology 
 

1. Specially created in the image of God 
 
 

2. The Fall and original sin 
 
 

3. Unity of material body and spiritual soul: hylomorphism 
 
 

C. Doctrine of Christ: Christology 
 

1. Divine and human natures constitute one Person 
 
 

2. Substitutionary penal atonement 
 
 

3. Resurrection, ascension, and second coming 
 
 
III. By understanding the Christian ethical presuppositions 
 

A. Truth, beauty, justice, and values are objective norms 
 
 

B. Natural law/Ten Commandments 
 
 

C. Virtue ethics 
 
 
IV. How to think theologically? 
 

A. Always keep in mind these presuppositions 
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B. Draw consistent implications from these presuppositions 
 
 

C. Apply these consistent implications  
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