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The Reformation’s Impact on Education 
 
Luther and Calvin, especially, emphasized the importance of education for the evangelical Protestant 
cause and for the advancement of the Kingdom of Christ. According to the Reformers, both mass 
education and academic learning were essential. This lecture deals with the questions of why and how 
the Reformation had a considerable impact on education, and through it on the scientific, economic, 
and political thought of Protestant nations. 
 
Juha Ahvio is a Finnish theologian who works as a Director of Research at the Patmos Foundation 
for World Missions in Helsinki. He received his D.Theol. degree in Systematic Theology from the 
University of Helsinki. Ahvio is also an Adjunct Professor (dosentti in Finnish, Privatdozent in 
German) of Dogmatics at the University of Helsinki. His scholarly interests have focused on 
confessional Reformed theology and apologetics from the systematic, epistemological, and historical 
points of view. Ahvio has also written several popular books on various contemporary theological, 
political, and social topics in order to defend both theologically and politically consistently 
conservative positions. 
 
 

I. Why did the Protestant Reformers emphasize the role of education? 
 

A. The Reformation was an academic movement 
 
 

B. The importance of universities and their curricula 
 

1. The need for trained clergy 
 
 

2. Genevan Academy 
 
 
II. The core Reformed reasons for emphasizing the importance of mass education 

 
A. The Scriptural principle 

 
1. The Protestant doctrine of authority 

 
 

2. God speaks through spoken and written Word 
 
 

3. The importance of personal biblical faith 
 
 

B. The importance of the ability to read and understand the text 
 

1. The priesthood of all believers 
 
 

2. The need for a personal ability to understand 
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3. The need for hermeneutical tools 

 
 
III. The Protestant missionary impulse 
 

A. The Great Commission, Mt. 28:18–20 
 
 

B. Vernacular Bible translations 
 
 
IV. The emphasis on mass education 
 

A. Printing technology 
 
 

B. The development of mass media 
 
 

C. Fostering of classical republican civil virtues 
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