Free or Fragmented?
Can We Overcome a Polarized Society?

Many western societies suffer from cultural conflict because of incompatible worldviews. The public
square is governed by moralized debates that frequently culminate in quasi-religious claims. How can
we as Christians strengthen free and stable democratic societies with intellectual, cultural, and social
leadership rooted in biblical wisdom and courage?
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I.  The fragmentation of a free society

A. The grand ideologies of the 20" century — Power kills and absolute power kills
absolutely.!

B. Karl Marx and his creative grandchildren — When ideology becomes common

SGHS€.2

C. Identity politics, wokeness and cancel culture — When madness becomes common
3
sense.

D. The gospel of guilt — No new heaven or new earth in which righteousness dwells. (2.
Pet. 3,13)

II. The silent societal transformation

A. Destroying the foundations >



III.

IV.

B. Highway to hell — vanity, opportunism, fear

C. The result: A shattered society

Christians: The friends of freedom and unity

A. The liberal, secularized state lives on conditions it cannot guarantee — We can

B. From conformity to courage — Advice of Alvin Plantinga’ and Paul in Romans 12:2

C. Christians and the government — between Romans 13 and Revelation 13

Can we overcome a polarized society?

A. How should we then life?® — Some encouragement to go

B. A new Christian manifesto?’ — Changing nations!?
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