Leading Through Weakness

But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect inweakness.’ Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  (2 Corinthians 12:9-11, NIV)

Why does Paul not feel disqualified by felt weakness? It seems that over time, he has even come to see it as an asset! How can this be? What does he mean by weakness? In a world that seems to prize personal strength and capability, Paul’s statements on ‘weakness’ require further thought.
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1.​ Strength through weakness

a.​​	Paul experienced things beyond his sufficiency.

b.​   He was confident in his calling.

c.​	Consider: the greater the call, outwardly or the greater the need for dependence, inwardly. We may find the Lord orchestrating circumstances, both for our good and for fruitfulness and joy in Him, which continue to keep us secure in dependency rather than leaving us to feel we are managing through our own strength.

2.​ God’s life and power flow through obedient yet weak vessels.

a.​	Our motto: We intend to keep going until we can’t. If we learn to draw on his strength even in our weakness we will not withdraw from the task but will keep going in total reliance on his ability.

b.​ ‘I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me’ is not a bold self confident claim, it is the exclamation of dependency on Christ.


3.​ Dependance, Trust, Faith.

a. The classroom cannot build these into us.

b. They come from the live situations we face and have to walk through with God.

c. If you are being obedient to God in his calling as far as you know and yet you are hitting problems that do not seem to have any obvious reason or correctable action you can take then take heart as you are in the ‘Spiritual warfare’ that comes to all sincerely following Christ.

4. Dependency is a life long posture to adopt

a. Song of Songs: ‘Who is this coming out of the desert leaning on her beloved’

b. If we went to the Doctors and walked in ‘leaning’ our posture from a human perspective would be seen as needing correction.

c. In our walk with Christ leaning is the correct posture and if we are straight upright and independent something is amiss!

5. When we…

a. …preach we are dependent

b. …pray we are dependent

c. …make decisions we are dependent

d. …counsel someone we are dependent

e. …pray for the sick we are dependent

6. Spiritual warfare

a. Psalm 132: ‘consider Lord all of David’s troubles’

b. David finds demanding circumstances can accompany any service for the Lord.

c. The same for Jesus ‘The Devil left him until an opportune time’

d. The weapons we avail ourselves of in God’s work are not weapons of this world.

e. Pedestals and hiddenness.

i. Often leaders are put on pedestals and look the perfect part.

ii. This often makes them push their weakness into hiddenness, as to admit weakness would shatter the image of eternal strength and confidence spiritually. We set people up to fail when we do this.

7.​ Questions

a. What things (not sin) make us feel our weakness most in serving God?

b.	How are you learning to ‘lean’?

c.	What do you tend to do as a first reaction when you feel your weakness and lack most keenly? (be honest)
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