Spiritual Authority

[bookmark: _GoBack]What do you prefer? Shall I come to you with a rod of discipline, or shall I come in love and with a gentle spirit? (1 Corinthians 4:21, NIV)

Spiritual authority is a vital subject for all in leadership. What is it? How do we exercise it? How can we avoid pitfalls and abuses? How does spiritual authority operate when it is healthy and unhealthy? Getting this subject right, both in our attitude and actions, will have a major effect on the fruitfulness and effectiveness of our ministry.
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1)​ External Spiritual Authority vs Internal Spiritual Authority

Why does Paul contrast styles of exercising spiritual authority ‘love and gentleness’ with images of ‘rods of discipline'?

a)​ External spiritual authority

	i)​
	Titles, position, behaviours - we are in the presence of someone to

	
	whom we must submit.

	ii)​
	Coerced, forced, dominated, belittled, not listened to, respected,

	
	served and cared for.

	iii)​
	External authority says ‘prove yourself’.



b)​ Internal Spiritual Authority

Paul had to win over Corinth where many issues needed addressing and many were opposing his spiritual authority into the church. He had to win them by example in how he dealt with them, how he himself lived, how he only used spiritual means to resolve spiritual matters and how he appealed to his internal authority

	i)​
	It is under limits set by God

	ii)​
	It serves God in obedience.

	iii)​
	It represents Christ.

	iv)​
	It understands we do not have any authority over people but only

	
	over evil things that come against people.



	v)​
	It knows true spiritual authority only ever releases.

	vi)​
	It is happy being accountable and receiving oversight itself from true

	
	spiritual authority.

	vii)​
	It is inspirational authority.




2)​ A case study - Nelson’s table.

a)​ John the Baptist: A person can only receive what is given them from Heaven

(John 3: 27 NIV)

b)​ Paul: I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven (Acts 26:19 NIV)


3)​ John the Baptist A man can only receive what he is given from Heaven

4)​ Paul not disobedient to the heavenly call

5)​ Lordship and leadership are different, no one has authority over me or you, only Jesus has that.

a)​ Aaron’s Rod

b)​ David’s stone
	
c)​ Joseph

d)​ Esther


6)​ 1 Corinthians 11:9

a)​ No doubt there have to be differences among you to show which of you have God’s approval (NIV)

b)​ You are bound to argue with each other, but it is easy to see which of you have God’s approval (CEV).


7)​ Internal authority is evidenced by gifts and grace from the ascended Christ and bestowed by the holy Spirit.

a)​ Ephesians 4: 11-16

b)​ Romans 12

c)​ Paul to Timothy ‘by the prophecies made over you’ (1 Timothy 1: 18-19).

Task: Consider and discuss these statements on the nature of true spiritual authority

When a man, in virtue of an official position demands obedience of another, irrespective of the latter’s reason and conscience, this is the spirit of tyranny. When on the other hand, by the exercise of tact and sympathy; by prayer, spiritual power and sound wisdom one is able to influence and enlighten another, so that he through the medium of his own reason and conscience is led to alter one course and adopt another, that is true spiritual leadership”- DE Hoste1

Spiritual authority is never to make the rebel conform; it’s only purpose is to enable the obedient person to live a holy life. Therefore it rests on submission and obedience freely given. Furthermore, spiritual authority has only spiritual means at it’s disposal; it’s only weapons are prayer, scripture, counsel and the power of a holy life - Menno Simons2

When I choose to obey true authority I do not feel inferior or put down in any way because true authority is spiritual and respects my moral freedom. Obedience is my free choice. But when so called authority seeks to impose another persons will on mine, or brings emotional or intellectual pressure to bear, it does not respect my moral freedom. I can conform or rebel, neither is likely to bring any real satisfaction” - Tom Marshall3


8)​ Conclusion:

Reflect on this advice from C H Spurgeon4

For my part I should loathe to be the pastor of a people who have nothing to say, or who, if they do say anything, might as well be quiet, for the pastor is Lord Paramount, and they are mere laymen and nobodies. I would sooner be the leader of six free men, whose enthusiastic love is my only power over them, than play the director to a score of enslaved nations.

What position is nobler than that of a spiritual father who claims no authority and yet is universally esteemed, whose word is given only as tender advice, but is allowed to operate with the force of law? Consulting the wishes of others he finds that they are glad to defer to him. Lovingly firm and graciously gentle, he is the chief of all because he is the servant of all. Does not this need wisdom from above?
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