The Legacy of the Reformation

The Sixteenth Century Reformation had a defining and far-reaching impact, not only on the Western
World but, in due course, on the whole world, through the birth of the Protestant Church. It recovered the
essence of the Gospel, but also had a major impact on Western culture, originating ideas which nurtured
institutions which profoundly influenced modern society. In addition it reaffirmed the Lordship of Christ
over the whole of life and, it can be argued, created impulses for the worldwide expansion of the church
through the birth of the modern missionary movement. We will explore some of these ideas in this
presentation.
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l. It recovered the essence of the Gospel

Il. It had a major impact on Institutions in the Western World.



II. It reaffirmed the Lordship of Christ over the whole of Creation, and bridged the
secular/sacred divide

A. For example: the visual arts-music and painting

B. For example: concern for all of creation.

V. It prepared the ground for the modern day missionary movement, and the global
expansion of the church.
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