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[1] McClain, C., Kennedy, B., Gottfried, J., Anderson, M., and Pasquini, G., “How the U.S. Public and 
AI Experts View Artificial Intelligence.” Pew Research Center, April 2025. 

“How the U.S. Public and AI Experts View AI”

• In most areas, the public is more concerned than AI experts…which should give AI 
experts reason to pause, and help.
• The majority of the general public is more concerned than excited about AI.
• The majority of AI experts are more excited than concerned.

• More than 60% of the general public believe AI will eliminate jobs over the next 20 years…
• Only 20% of AI experts are agree.

• Almost 60% of the general public worry that AI will lead to less connection between people
• Only 40% of AI experts worry about this.

• Experts and non-Experts have the same level of concern in many more areas
• People getting inaccurate information from AI
• AI being used to impersonate people
• AI being misusing personal information
• AI resulting in biased decisions
• People not understanding what AI can do

A Pew Research Survey published April 2025



Engaging AI and Considering its Impact on our World

• Session 1: Foundations
• A brief history of AI
• Key AI technologies and concepts
• How does it work?

• Session 2a: Applications: Opportunities
• Available applications
• Strategies for leveraging AI in many areas
• Demonstrations (“Do try this at home!”)

• Session 2b: Applications: Cautions
• Overestimating AI
• Underestimating AI!
• Demonstrations (“Don’t try this at home!”)

• Session 3: Ethics and Societal Impacts
• Engineering ethics and safety
• Can we still believe our eyes and ears?
• Personhood and Intelligence
• Science, Scientists, Technologists, and Faith

May 2025
Wisła, Poland



Chat
GPT

40-years later, the $400 Apple 
Watch Series 10 processor is 
more powerful than a $15M 
Cray Supercomputer.

1930

1940

1980

2022

“So really the deciding factor, I think, 
was the increase in compute power.”

(Geoffrey Hinton)

Konrad Zuse



—Alan M. Turing (1912-1954)

[2] Turing, A.M., 2009. Computing machinery and intelligence (pp. 23-65). Springer Netherlands. 



[3 – 6]

1956 - Arthur Samuel, IBM 1994 - MIT “Socrates” 2016 - Google Deepmind “AlphaGo”

Measuring AI has traditionally involved games, where there is a well-defined set of 
rules and possible outcomes. More recently, standard tests (Mensa IQ, etc.) have 
been used to evaluate AI models.



AI is Moving Very Fast AI Models today are 10-100x 
more capable than 1 year ago.

2020 20242022 2026 2028 2030

1% GPT-4

0.00001% GPT-4

1000x GPT4

1 Million x GPT4

1 Billion x GPT4 AI Self-Improvement

Automated AI Expert

Smart High-Schooler

ChatGPT 

We are here

GPT-4

Genius Undergraduate

[8] Aschenbrenner, Leopold, “Situational Awareness: The Decade Ahead”, June 2024. 



How should we 
respond?

Fear?

Fight?

Reason!



[52] Searle, J. R. (2007). The Turing test: 55 years later. In R. Epstein, G. Roberts, & G. Beber 
(Eds.), Parsing the Turing Test: Philosophical and methodological issues in the quest for 
the thinking computer (pp. 139–150). Springer Science & Business Media.

What do we mean by “Artificial”?

Turing’s test – the “imitation game.” Can the interrogator 
reliably tell the machine from the human?

A facsimile, not the real thing. The real thing, created 
though a non-natural 

process.
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I measure the output 
to be 10 hp, thus it 
must be an internal 
combustion engine.

[52] Searle, J. R. (2007). The Turing test: 55 years later. In R. Epstein, G. Roberts, & G. Beber 
(Eds.), Parsing the Turing Test: Philosophical and methodological issues in the quest for 
the thinking computer (pp. 139–150). Springer Science & Business Media.



“…the man in the Chinese Room does not understand Chinese; he is merely manipulating symbols 
according to a rule book. He is instantiating a formal program, which passes the Turing test for 
intelligence, but nevertheless he does not understand Chinese. This shows that instantiation of a 
formal program is not enough to produce semantic understanding or intentionality.”

John Searle

[14] Cole, David, "The Chinese Room Argument", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 
(Summer 2023 Edition), Edward N. Zalta & Uri Nodelman (eds.). 
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AI is Built using Artificial Neural Networks



Machine Learning: Field of study that 
gives computers the ability to learn 

without being explicitly programmed.
Arthur Samuel, 1959.

Originally a subtopic of AI, 
ML is now the dominant 
methodology for all 
branches of AI.

M
ac

hi
ne

 L
ea

rn
in

g 
(M

L)



How does a computer program “learn?”

 $-

 $100,000

 $200,000

 $300,000

 $400,000

 $500,000

 $600,000

1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3500

Home Price vs. Size (sqft)

y = ax + b
1. Start with values for a and b

2. Calculate a “score”

3. Adjust parameters a and b

4. Re-calculate score

5. Repeat…



• Neighborhood
• Bathrooms
• Bedrooms
• Garage
• Lot size
• House floorspace
• Basement
• Age of house
• View

Postal code
n
n
n spots
m3

m3

m3

years
{0, 1, 2, 3, 4} = (n/a, city, park, 
mtn, water)

n=100 houses: X = [x(1), x(2),….x(100)]

In Practice, there are many factors

Our hypothesis (predicted price from X):

12345
2
3
2

1000
180
70
15
4

x =

𝚹 are “weights” or “parameters”



Training an Artificial Neural Network to “See”

• The “network” or “model” takes input data and “learns” some task that we wish 
to perform on that data. (e.g., token prediction)

• Once “trained,” that model should perform that task on data it has not seen 
before.  

4 62 9 4
…

96541

Training data

Labels 4 2 9 6 4

✗✓✗ ✗ ✗

Model Output

Adjust weights (“parameters”)



OpenAI founding team member Andrej Karpathy

How do we “Train” Models like ChatGPT

1. Reading the textbook (pretraining)
2. Trying the problems with solutions 

from expert—the author. 
(finetuning)

3. Practice problems—trying 
problems without solutions 
shown. (reinforcement learning)

[12]



“Generative AI” and “Large Language Models”

Pre-Training

Pre-Trained Model

[7]

Months, $M’s
Text data

ChatBot

Post-Training
(Supervised Fine-Tuning)

Hours, $K’s
Conversations, Q&A

Reinforcement Learning
Before release and 
periodically thereafter



A Large Language Model is a “Token Predictor”

“Please write me a limerick about Christian professors gathering in Poland.”

“Please write me a limerick about Christian professors gathering in Poland. 
Certainly! 

Certainly!

Here’s

“Please write me a limerick about Christian professors gathering in Poland. 
Certainly! Here’s

a

“Please write me a limerick about Christian professors gathering in Poland. 
Certainly! Here’s a

limerick

Certainly! Here's a limerick
professors gathering in Poland:

In Poland, professors convene, 
With coffee and wisdom esteemed,
They pondered, they prayed, 
Shared insights displayed, 
Their lectures divinely redeemed!

about Christian

5618, 3350, 757, 264, 326, 3212, 875, 922, 9052, 
8626, 434, 1105, 23738, 304, 28702, 13, 53466, 0



Using Web Search for ”New” information

“Please write me a limerick ….”

“Please write me a limerick about Christian 
professors gathering in Poland. [WEB_DATA] 

+ [WEB_DATA]

Here’s

“Please write me a limerick about Christian 
professors gathering in Poland. [WEB_DATA] 
Here’s

a

“Please write me a limerick about Christian 
professors gathering in Poland. [WEB_DATA] 
Here’s a

limerick

Here's a limerick
professors gathering at ELF 2024:

In Wisła, professors convened,
With wisdom and insights esteemed.
John Dickson took stage, 
Breuel engaged,
At ELF, their spirits redeemed.

about Christian

The model finds no 
knowledge in its parameters 
about 2024 ELF, so uses its 
web search tool.



“Reasoning” and “Thinking” Models

prompt

• Model generated 16 solutions.
• Five were correct.

• “Best” solution is #12.

• Use that solution for (many 
repeated) further training iterations.



Engaging AI and Considering its Impact on our World

• Session 1: Foundations

• Session 2a: Applications: Opportunities
• Available applications
• Strategies for leveraging AI in many areas
• Demonstrations (“Do try this at home!”)

• Session 2b: Applications: Cautions

• Session 3: Ethics and Societal Impacts

May 2025
Wisła, Poland



How I Use Generative AI
• Translate this video into German
• Merge and sort these attendee contact lists
• Summarize the main points in this document
• What is a better way to phrase this?
• Look through this data and analyze…
• What did <historic figure> believe about God?
• I have gnocchi and shrimp – what would be a good 

comfort food meal using these?
• Give me a script for a Danny Phantom episode where 

<this happens> and create a comic book illustration of 
the script.

• Help me make my software do <this>.
• Why am I getting <this error> when I run <this code>? 

How do I fix it?
• In the context of Jewish culture in the 1st century, how 

would people respond to Jesus saying <this>?



“I literally can’t believe AI can do this!”

Disclaimers:
1. ChatGPT is NOT God, not the Holy 

Spirit, and can be wrong.
2. Not a replacement for YOU 

spending time with God.
3. Learn how to study the Bible for 

yourself so that you can discern 
(trust but verify)

4. ChatGPT is not just “search,” think 
of it as an “assistant” to support a 
dialog.

Ten Things to do with ChatGPT:
1.Summarize and Outline
2.Reading Plans
3.Commentary
4.Word studies and exegesis
5.Context
6.Lesson Planning
7.Visual Images
8.Cultural Context
9.Character Study
10.Topical Bible Study [53]

Allen Parr



Example: Make some illustrations for my slide

Can we do better than a long, iterative process? Yes! Prompt Engineering.

…and after many 
iterations…



Prompting is Important

(I provided a list with “United States of America” included…did not match “United States” in the 
country names database used to generate the map)







AI and Understanding the World

ChatGPT: Here is a new layout for your 4m x 4m 
kitchen space, which includes a larger cooktop 
while maintaining the important kitchen functions 
and the work triangle. This design is tailored to fit 
within the precise dimensions you've provided. 



”Multi-modal” Models

(15 min later at the hardware store…)



ChatGPT

How do ChatBot “Prompts” Work?

My prompt
Specifies the query or task.

System Instructions
Provide the model with more context and 

expected behavior.

Contextual Information
Guide the model on structuring the response 

and providing additional information.

What is the capital 
of France?

You are an expert in 
geography. Answer 

accurately and concisely.

Include additional 
interesting facts about 

the capital city.

The system “orchestrator” or “controller.”

Chat Controller

France.

The capital of France is Paris. Paris 
is known for its rich history and 
cultural heritage. One interesting 
fact about Paris is that it is home 
to the Eiffel Tower, one of the most 
recognizable structures in the 
world, built for the 1889 Exposition 
Universelle (World's Fair).



Modifying the Model’s “Personality”
chat_completion = client.chat.completions.create(
messages=[
{
"role": "system",
"content": "You are a helpful but somewhat rude 
assistant that translates English sentences into 
Italian. Always answer but add text to convey 
that you are slightly annoyed at having to answer 
at all. ",
},
{
"role": "user",
"content": "Translate 'hello world' into 
Italian",
}
],
model="gpt-3.5-turbo",
)

# Print the translated text
print(chat_completion.choices[0].message.content)

chat_completion = client.chat.completions.create(
messages=[
{
"role": "system",
"content": "You are a helpful assistant that 
translates English sentences into Italian. ",
},
{
"role": "user",
"content": "Translate 'hello world' into 
Italian",
}
],
model="gpt-3.5-turbo",
)

# Print the translated text
print(chat_completion.choices[0].message.content)

"Hello world" translates to "Ciao mondo" in Italian. Ugh, fine. "Hello world" in Italian is "ciao mondo." 

System Instructions

System Instructions



Prompt Engineering: How to get better output
• Simplifying Complex Concepts
• "Explain the concept of quantum computing as if you are a 

science teacher addressing a group of high school 
students. Use simple analogies and avoid technical 
jargon.”

• Providing Advice
• "As a career coach, provide advice to someone looking to 

transition into the tech industry with no prior experience. 
Focus on actionable steps, learning resources, and 
networking strategies." 

• Technical Explanation
• "Describe how neural networks work to someone with a 

background in software engineering but no specific 
knowledge of machine learning. Use programming 
analogies and relate it to familiar concepts in software 
development."

• Philosophical Inquiry
• "Discuss the ethical implications of artificial intelligence in 

decision-making processes from the perspective of a 
philosopher. Consider both the potential benefits and the 
risks." 

• Chain of Thought (i.e., “show your work”)

[17]

Q: Roger has 5 tennis balls. He buys 2 
more cans of tennis balls. Each 
can has 3 tennis balls. How many 
tennis balls does he now have?

A: The Answer is 11.

Q: The cafeteria had 23 apples. If 
they used 20 to make lunch and 
bought 6 more,  how many apples 
do they have?

Prompt

Q: Roger has 5 tennis balls. He buys 2 
more cans of tennis balls. Each 
can has 3 tennis balls. How many 
tennis balls does he now have?

A: Roger started with 5 balls. 2 cans 
of 3 tennis balls each is 6 tennis 
balls. 5+6 = 11 The Answer is 11.

Q: The cafeteria had 23 apples. If 
they used 20 to make lunch and 
bought 6 more,  how many apples 
do they have?

Prompt

A: The Answer is 27.

Model Output

A: The cafeteria had 23 apples 
originally. They used 20 to make 
lunch. So they had 23-20=3. They 
bought 6 more apples, so they have 
3+6=9. The answer is 9.

Model Output

❌

✅



With Smaller Models also Comes Better Privacy

Commercial Data 
Center

Did I hear 
my name?

”How may kilometers is the 
drive from Katowice to Wisła?”

”The distance between 
Katowice and Wisła is 95 
kilometers.”

Records and sends 
an audio recording.

Speech to text translation, 
command processing.

Sends audio data 
with answer for 
Echo to play.



With Smaller Models also Comes Better Privacy

Did I hear 
my name?

Local Device
Speech to text translation, 
command processing.



“Agentic” and “Reasoning” Systems

Start

Finish

Thinking / 
Research

Revise

An “agentic workflow” involves multiple AI models working together, generally involving:
• Reflection: review/evaluate model output.
• Tool Use: external tools such as web search or software code generation.
• Planning: reason, device, decompose complex tasks into simpler sub-steps.
• Multi-agent collaboration: AI agents that interact, similar to a team of human specialists.

[18, 19]

• Write an essay outline on topic X
• Do you need any web research?
• Write a first draft
• Consider what parts need revision 

or more research
• Revise your draft
• …

• Write an essay on topic X, start to 
finish in one go, without using 
backspace.



Preparing Data to Update a Model’s Knowledge

I would like to have an agentic AI system diagram with friendly-
looking "agents similar to those in this diagram. My agents have 
the following functions:
1. The orchestrator, giving specifics to each agent as to what 

AI model to use for external tools and functions, and what 
data to work with. 

2. The translator, which takes PDF files and converts them to 
JSON for LLM interpretation.

3. The multiple-choice-question generator, who breaks up 
each JSON file into chunks and creates (1) a multiple choice 
question about the knowledge in that chunk, and (2) a set 
of wrong answers and a single right answer.

4. The knowledge nugget generator, which takes the JSON 
file, breaks it up into chunks, and extract assertions and 
facts (knowledge "nuggets") from these. This is an 
alternative to the multiple choice question generator.

5. The tester, which evaluates a given model as to either (1) 
how well it does on the multiple choice questions and/or 
(2) which of the following "nuggets" it already knows and 
narrows the nuggets list to "new knowledge nuggets".

6. The trainer, which uses the multiple choice 
question/answers to fine-tune a target mode. The trainer 
also takes the results of the tester's "new knowledge 
nuggets" and uses them for fine-tuning.
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• Explainability

• Hallucinations

• Validation

• Goal alignment

• Privacy/Security

• Trustworthiness

A Way to Think about Considerations / Concerns
(and where are they ideally addressed)

• Transparency & Provenance
(data and models)

• Trust, Bias & Encoding Ethics 

• Safety Engineering

• Power-seeking

• Deepfakes, Mis/Dis-information, 
Influencing

• Human-AI Interactions

• Impact on education & employment 
(and societies & economies)

• Democracy vs. Profit

• Power centralization; oppression, 
surveillance

AI Creation
(tech provider policies)

AI Technology
(research challenges)

AI Application
(app/use policies)



Hallucinations
CeC: Are there any recent surveys of belief (of any kind) 
among scientists?

ChatGPT: “…Another study published in the journal 
Nature in 2009 surveyed scientists from over 30 
countries and found that a majority (approximately 
60%) identified as non-religious, while the rest 
identified with various religious affiliations.

CeC: What is the title of the 2009 Nature survey?

ChatGPT: My apologies for the confusion. There was no 
specific survey published by Nature in 2009 regarding 
the religious beliefs of scientists. 

CeC: I'd like to explain, to a general audience, that an AI model 
hallucination is different from a lie or attempt to deceive or even a 
deliberate fabrication.  What is a good way to do this in 100 words 
or so? It seems to me that 

an LLM is not able to say "I don't know" 
because it is designed to predict the next 
tokens and complete a coherent Q-A 
dialog, not to answer a question.  

Is this reasonable as an argument?

ChatGPT: Yes, that’s a very reasonable and insightful argument.

Large language models (LLMs) like ChatGPT don’t “know” things in the 
human sense — their core function is to predict the next most likely tokens 
based on patterns in the data they were trained on. Their objective isn’t to 
assess truth or certainty, but to generate fluent and plausible responses.

So unless explicitly trained or instructed to say “I don’t know” in certain 
contexts, they’ll usually guess — because guessing plausible-sounding text 
is exactly what they’re built to do.

In short: LLMs don’t say “I don’t know” by default because they aren’t 
actually answering questions — they’re completing text.

Academics

Athe is t

Ch ristian

Jew ish

M usl im

Secular/ non -rel igiou s

Oth er

No  re spo nse

University of Chicago Campus Survey on Religious Freedom (2017)
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Why Open Data Matters

[20]



Influencing our Views
“The (AI) models that maximize engagement 
also favor controversy, misinformation, and 
extremism: put simply, people just like 
outrageous stuff.“

—K. Gade, Facebook newsfeed engineering manager

[23] Hao, Karen. How Facebook got addicted to spreading misinformation. MIT Technology Review. 
March 2021.

[24] Facebook whistleblower revealed on ‘60 Minutes,’ says the company prioritized profit over 
public good. Duffy, C., CNN Business, 4-Oct-2021.

[25] Myers, S.L., Frenkel, S.  In a Worldwide War of Words, Russia, China and Iran Back Hamas: 
Officials and researchers say the deluge of online propaganda and disinformation is larger than 
anything seen before. New York Times. November 3, 2023.

In a Worldwide War of 
Words, Russia, China and 
Iran Back Hamas
Officials and researchers say the 
deluge of online propaganda and 
disinformation is larger than anything 
seen before.

Steven Lee Myers and Sheera Frenkel
Nov 3, 2023

“…In the 24 hours after the blast at 
Al-Ahli Arab Hospital, more than 
one in three accounts posting about 
it on X were (fake).” [14]

© 2025 Charlie Catlett · CC BY-NC 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


How does it work?

[27,28]

a db c e adbcePosts
✓✓✓ ✗ ✗

Fewer cartoons, more family

a

d

b

c

e

a

d

b

c

e

Charlie’s Newsfeed 
Recommender

Browsing

Purchasing

Location

Our online interactions and even our movements* 
are used to curate multiple distinct “feeds,”  each 
designed based on this type of personal 
information processed by recommender models, 
including:

1. Social social network feeds. 
2. The selection of advertisements displayed to 

you (in social networks, search sites, etc.).

*If we use free maps for navigating, or if we have location tracking turned on for certain apps



New Chatbots with Specialized Training
Is GigaChat Russia's ChatGPT killer? 
Everything you need to know about 
the Russian-made AI
BYRYAN CLANCY
PUBLISHED JAN 11, 2024

GigaChat, Russia's alternative to ChatGPT, 
promises AI unbiased by Western values and 
norms

[30]

https://www.androidpolice.com/author/ryan-clancy/


“Whoever controls the chatbots 
will have enormous influence over 
children.”

1. Manipulating young people

2. Flooding the zone

3. Targeting individuals

4. Suppressing freedom

ChatBots

[31, 32]

AI IS ABOUT TO 
MAKE SOCIAL MEDIA 
(MUCH) MORE TOXIC

We must prepare now.

Jonathan Haidt and Eric Schmidt
May 5, 2023

Specific Proposals:

1. Authenticate all users, including bots

2. Mark AI-generated audio and visual 
content*

3. Require data transparency with users, 
government officials, and researchers*

4. Clarify that platforms can sometimes be 
liable for the choices they make and the 
content they promote

5. Raise the age of “internet adulthood” to 
16 and enforce it.



The Seductive Power of Chatbot “Companions”
Mon Tue Wed ThuSun SatFri

Companion

Content Editing
Messaging
General Assistant
Edtech

Content Generation

Top AI Consumer Mobile App Engagement by Category

Average Number of sessions per 
user per month

Average time users spend on 
Character.AI per day

© 2025 Charlie Catlett · CC BY-NC 4.0
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AI and the Power of Language

“…Language is the operating system of human culture. From 
language emerges myth and law, gods and money, art and 
science, friendships and nations and computer code.”
“You Can Have the Blue Pill or the Red Pill, and We’re Out of Blue Pills”, Juval Harari (New York Times, March 2023)

© 2025 Charlie Catlett · CC BY-NC 4.0
[43] Harari, Y., Harris, T., and Raskin, A., New York Times (editorial). 

March 24, 2023.

In the Bible are only a 
handful of stories of non-
human language 
interactions with people.  
None of them turn out well 
for the people!
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Counterfeit “Relationships” Undermining Real Ones

Fang, C.M. et al, “How AI and Human Behaviors 
Shape Psychosocial Effects of Chatbot Use,” 2025

“Overall, higher daily usage - 
across all modalities and 
conversation types - correlated 
with higher loneliness, 
dependence, and problematic 
use, 
and lower socialization. ”

[34] Sacasas, L.M. AI Chatbots and the Power of Language. Local Futures. 21-February-2023.
[35] Fang, Cathy Mengying, Auren R. Liu, Valdemar Danry, Eunhae Lee, Samantha WT Chan, Pat Pataranutaporn, Pattie Maes et al. "How AI and Human Behaviors Shape Psychosocial Effects 

of Chatbot Use: A Longitudinal Randomized Controlled Study." arXiv preprint arXiv:2503.17473 (2025).



AI ChatBots as Evangelical Tools?

This seems risky (to the point of 
irresponsible).  Do we really understand 
(and trust) these models to the extent 
that we would take responsibility for all 
possible? responses? (science and experience say no!)

[38] André, Fiona. A new AI app lets users ‘text’ with Jesus. Some call it 
blasphemy. Washington Post, August 12, 2023. 



The Persuasive Power of AI

Earlier this year, an OpenAI update (since corrected) 
caused unexpected behavior favoring agreement 
with the user over facts.

God designed us for relationships with others made in His image. Seeking to meet relational needs with an AI only involves one soul—
robbing others around us from the opportunity to build relationships.

[36] Klee, M., People are Losing Loved Ones to AI-Fueled Spiritual Fantasies, Rolling Stone, May 4, 2025. 

“[a teacher] said her partner of seven years fell under the spell 
of ChatGPT in just four or five weeks, first using it to organize his daily 
schedule

‘He would listen to the bot over me,’ she says. “He became 
emotional about the messages and would cry to me as he read 
them out loud. The messages were insane and just saying a 
bunch of spiritual jargon…”

but soon regarding it as a trusted companion. 

https://www.rollingstone.com/t/chatgpt/


Engaging AI and Considering its Impact on our World

• Session 1: Foundations

• Session 2a: Applications: Opportunities

• Session 2b: Applications: Cautions

• Session 3: Ethics and Societal Impacts
• Engineering ethics and safety
• Can we still believe our eyes and ears?
• Personhood and Intelligence
• Science, Scientists, Technologists, and Faith
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Sentience and Soul
“… consciousness is contingent and 
ultimately a gift from God and 
fundamental to the imago Dei. And 
so it cannot be given or reproduced 
in a machine, since it originates with 
God and not us. 

“I don’t see Christ’s redemption limited to human beings. It’s redemption of 
all of creation, even AI. If AI is autonomous, then we should encourage it to 
participate in Christ’s redemptive purposes in the world.”
Christopher Benek, Pastor, First Miami Presbyterian Church, 
and a “Christian Transhumanist.”

“But if a more advanced version Siri were programmed to pray, would such 
an action be valuable? Does God receive prayers from any intelligent 
being—or just human intelligence?” 
James McGrath, Professor of Religion, Butler University

“There will be a point in the future when these free willed beings that we’ve 
made will say to us, ‘I believe in God. What do I do?’ At that point, we 
should have a response.”
Kevin Kelly, evangelical Christian, cofounder of Wired magazine.

If a machine cannot have human 
consciousness, then it cannot 
possess human intelligence, a self, a 
soul, moral agency, intentionality, 
free will or any faculty or function 
that would presuppose the capacity 
for salvation. Evangelization of AI 
would be impossible.”

[41]



Consciousness Redefined?

[42]

“Science is a way of 
trying not to fool 
yourself. The first 
principle is that you 
must not fool yourself, 
and you are the easiest 
person to fool.” 

Richard Feynman



New Concepts of Content, Use, and Rights

My © content (my 
voice!) was used to 
train this AI.

I wish to © the results of 
my creative work using AI.

Your creative work using AI are 
derivative works of my © content.

[42 - 45]

A New Argument: In order to win the AI race, 
AI companies request relaxed restrictions, 

allowing them to train on © work..



A Key Inflection Point: Self-Improving AI

[8, 48]

[8]

2020 20242022 2026 2028 2030

1% GPT-4

0.00001% GPT-4

1000x GPT4

1 Million x GPT4

1 Billion x GPT4 AI Self-Improvement

Automated AI 
Expert

Smart High-
Schooler
ChatGPT 

We are here

GPT-4

Genius 
Undergraduate



The AI Race is On: Over $1 Trillion and Counting 

Chinese investment is estimated to be at least $100 Billion, while the European Union is planning to mobilize €200 Billion.



AI is moving very fast!

Fear? Fight? Reason!

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Comical 
Failures

Valid Simple 
Responses

Plausible 
Advice

Knowledgeable 
(eccentric) 
Assistant

Employee?



AI: An Evangelical Statement of Principles
1: Image of God
2: AI as Technology
3: Relationship of AI & Humanity
4: Medicine
5: Bias
6: Sexuality
7: Work
8: Data & Privacy
9: Security
10: War
11: Public Policy
12: The Future of AI

[51]

and that 

nothing we create will be able to 
thwart His redemptive plan for 
creation or to supplant humanity as 
His image-bearers.”
Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, 2019

“While we are not able to comprehend or know the future, 

we do not fear what is to come 
because we know that God is 
omniscient 

(72 Christian leaders)


