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“How Do I Become a Global Christian?” 
 

Our piece of planetary real estate is so small but our calling to reach out to the entire planet is quite 

substantial (Acts 1:8). Becoming a global Christian doesn’t begin by starting or joining a missions 

program or agency, securing a passport, or purchasing an airline ticket to some far off place. 

Considering the apostle Paul’s words in Colossians 4:3-5 we will re-discover it is a journey of the 

heart that begins with a giant step of understanding, even if only followed initially by some baby steps 

in our practices.  

 

Jim Cecy is a regular speaker at the European Leadership Forum. He serves as Senior Pastor-Teacher 

of Campus Bible Church in Fresno, California. Jim is also founder and President of JARON 

Ministries International, a training ministry for Christian leaders in the U.S. and abroad. He has a 

Masters of Divinity in Bible Exposition from Talbot Theological Seminary and a Doctorate of 

Ministry from Western Seminary. He is a conference and seminar speaker for hundreds of churches, 

schools, seminars, conference centers, Christian groups and denominations in the U.S. and abroad. In 

addition to other books and materials, he is the author of “The Purity War: A Biblical Guide to Living 

in an Immoral World” and “Anger: the Worm in My Apple.” Jim has been married for forty-five 

years and has ten grandchildren. Information about his materials, books and seminars is available at 

www.jaron.org and www.puritywar.com and www.campusbiblechurch.com 

 

Introduction: Our piece of planetary real estate is so small; our calling to reach out to the 

entire planet is quite substantial. 

 Acts 1:8 “...you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you shall be  My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 

remotest part of  the earth.” 

1. As a local church, we gather for edification—to build each other up in the faith (1 Cor. 

14:12, 26; Eph. 4:12) 

 2. As a local church, we scatter for evangelism—to spread the good news of the gospel to 

others (2 Cor. 5:20)       Centripetal Force = “Come” = Edification   vs.   Centrifugal Force = 

“Go” = Evangelization  

 

Becoming a global church filled with global Christians begins with a journey of the heart. 

 

Colossians 4:3-5 “...praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a 

door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also 

been imprisoned; that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak. Conduct yourselves 

with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.” 

The Seven Principles on How to Become a Global Church 

 

Principle #1. To become a global church we must join with others in being devoted to 

prayer.  

Colossians 4:3 “...praying (together) at the same time for us as well...” 

Ephesians 6:19 “...pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my 

mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel...”    “Lord, where do you 

want us to go?” 

 

Improving our Communication with God 

1. By being devoted to pray — persevering continually in it. 

2. By being alert in prayer — staying continually awake to the needs of the world. 
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3. By being thankful in prayer — praising God continually for His work even before we see 

the doors of opportunity open. 

4. By practicing intercessory prayer — praying continually for other churches, ministries and 

individuals serving the Lord all over the world. A global Christian must be a praying 

Christian. A global church must be a praying church. 

Principle #2. To become a global church we must be willing to go anywhere God leads.   

Colossians 4:3 “...that God may open up to us a door for the word...”  God opens and closes 

doors ... 

  

Acts 16:6-7 “They passed through the Phrygian and Galatian region, having been forbidden 

by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia; and after they came to Mysia, they were trying 

to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them...”  

 

2 Corinthians 2:12-14 “Now when I came to Troas for the gospel of Christ and when a door 

was opened for me in the Lord, I had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my brother; but 

taking my leave of them, I went on to Macedonia. But thanks be to God, who always leads us 

in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in 

every place.” 

 

“I would rather be in deepest, darkest Africa in the will of God than on the throne of England 

out of His will.” (Dr. David Livingstone) 

 

Principle #3. To become a global church we must be willing to help proclaim the gospel 

(i.e. the mysteries) of Christ to unbelievers the world over.   

Colossians 4:3 “...praying at the same time for us as well, that God may open up to us a door 

for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ...” 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:8 “For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in 

Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that 

we have no need to say anything.” 

 

1 Corinthians 4:1 “Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ, and stewards of 

the mysteries of God.” 

 

Colossians 1:26-27 “...the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations; 

but has now been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known what is the 

riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of 

glory.”           

   (“mystery” = hidden in the OT; revealed in the NT) 

 

1 Corinthians 2:7 “...we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom, which God 

predestined before the ages...” 

    

The good news of the gospel is a mystery to people until God opens their hearts. We then 

need the boldness to speak. 

  

Ephesians 6:19 “...pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my 

mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel...” 
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Principle #4. To become a global church we must be willing to suffer while proclaiming 

the Gospel. 

Colossians 4:3 “...praying at the same time for us as well, that God may open up to us a door 

for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been 

imprisoned...” 

God may be calling us to a testimony of suffering... 

1 Corinthians 16:9 “...a wide door for effective service has opened to me, and there are many 

adversaries.” 

“He is no fool who will give up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” (Jim 

Elliot) 

2 Timothy 1:8-9 “Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His 

prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God...” 

 

Principle #5. To become a global church we must be willing to learn more effective 

methods of communicating the gospel clearly to the outermost parts of the world.  

 

Colossians 4:4 “...in order that I may make it clear (lit. visible, obvious) in the way I ought to 

speak.” 

 

1 Corinthians 9:22 “To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become 

all things to all men, that I may by all means save some.” 

 

The core message of the gospel is changeless while the cultural methods of presenting the 

gospel constantly change. 

 

Principle #6. To become a global church we must be committed to walking wisely before 

unbelievers.  

Colossians 4:5 “Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders...” 

 

Principle #7. To become a global church we must be committed to making the most of 

the opportunities God provides. 

Colossians 4:5 “...making the most of the opportunity.” 

  

Being Tactical = Engaging the Everyday Battles   vs.   Being Strategic = Understanding the 

Overall Campaign 

 Reason #1.  Because we live in evil times (Eph. 5:15-16) 

 Reason #2.  Because the world is still open to the Gospel (Jn. 4:35; Mt. 9:37-38) 

We have been called “for such a time as this.” 

 

Concluding Challenge:  “Let my heart be broken by the things that break the heart of God.” (Bob 

Pierce) 

 

Lord of the Harvest, I desire to become more of a global Christian this year than ever before. 

Therefore,  

I am willing...  

 • to join with others in being even more devoted to prayer.   

 • to go anywhere Your Holy Spirit leads me to go.   

 • to help even more in proclaiming the gospel (i.e. mysteries) of Christ to unbelievers 

around the  world. 

 • to suffer, if necessary, while proclaiming the Gospel. 
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 • to learn even more effective methods of communicating the gospel clearly. 

  

 • to walk more wisely before unbelievers.  

 • to make the most of the opportunities You clearly provide. 

 

Heavenly Father, may my heart be even more broken by the things that break your heart. In 

the mighty name of Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior. Amen. 
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