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The Rising Lure of Nihlism in Movies and The Moral Challenge 
 

Films speak truth-claims about reality and morality, but what are nihilistic, award-

winning movies saying? From No Man’s Land on the Bosnian/Serbian war and 

Melancholia, Lars von Trier’s film about a planet colliding with Earth, to Everything 

Everywhere All At Once, regarding an Asian-American family in the multiverse, and 

more films, examine nihilistic views experienced in cinema. From these films, we will 

learn and discuss evangelistic and pastoral ways for ministering to people struggling and 

hungering for meaning. 

 

Brian S. Chan is a professor at Dallas Theological Seminary in Media Arts & Worship, 

teaching creative writing, visual artmaking, and theologies of beauty, creativity, story, 

and film. Dr. Chan pastored in Hollywood/Los Angeles and taught courses at Biola 

University on a theology of beauty, art, and film. He is a workshop instructor and 

conference speaker in Hollywood on story, creativity, and beauty. He discipled 

entertainment industry professionals and innovated creative outreaches to the community. 

As an award-winning fine artist, he exhibited around the U.S.A., at the Tokyo 

Metropolitan Art Museum, Nagasaki Prefectural Art Museum, and in Rome and is a 

board member of Lantern of the East Los Angeles International Artists. As an 

accomplished martial artist in kung fu, he is a certified Wing Chun master (sifu) and 

worked as a fight choreographer, stuntman, and trainer for actors. As a writer, he is the 

author of “The Purple Curtain: Living Out Beauty in Faith & Culture from a Biblical 

Perspective, Not Easily Broken” (a novel), “Shadow” in “It Was Good: Performing Arts 

to the Glory of God,” and “Movies: Celluloid Sanctification” in “Ordinary Saints.” His 

other interests include the pop culture of comics, hiking in nature, traveling, and bonsai 

art. He is married to Ellen, and is the proud dad of his 12-year-old son. His mission is to 

create beauty that causes a love for God and exhibit the beauty of Christ in all of life. 
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What is Nihilism? 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Tenets: 

 

In what ways can 
 

movies deal with nihilism?  
And how films convey  

worldviews. 

 

No Country for Old Men (2007-R) 
 

Academy Award Best Picture  
Chigurh: ““I got here the same way the 

coin 
 

did.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Everything Everywhere All At Once (2022-R) Melancholia (2011-R) 

Academy Award Best Picture European Film Award 

Evelyn: “We can do whatever we want. Justine: “The earth is evil. We don’t need 

Nothing matters.” to grieve for it.” 
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Bugonia (2025-R) One Batter After Another (2025-R) 

Venice Film Fest Green Drop Award Academy Award Best Picture 

Empress Fueller: “And in their time they have  

imperiled the life they share. And so we have  

decided, their time will end.” no spoilers - a note about the plot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What is the cry 
 

of the world? Key  

Takeaways from the movies: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How can we theologically engage? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What are the evangelistic opportunities? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


