Discipling Women: Where Have We Gone Wrong and
How Can We Get It Right?

Why is it that so many women are believers but not disciples? How can we faithfully call women to true
discipleship? In this session, we will discuss the current landscape of women’s discipleship, be reminded
of why discipleship is so important, and gain practical resources in paving the way forward for women to
make disciples who make disciples.

Michelle Clifford is the Minister of Staff Development and on the Executive Leadership Team at
Scottsdale Bible Church in Arizona. She has a passion for discipleship and drawing out a greater thirst for
more of God and His Word in others. Michelle also enjoys developing people within the Church in such a
way that brings into focus who God has created them to be for the glory of God and the building up of His
church. Michelle has been married to her husband, Jared, since 2003, and they have two children: Chase
(12) and Morgan (9). She graduated from the University of North Texas with a Bachelor of Science, has
also obtained a master’s degree from Phoenix Seminary, and is currently pursuing a doctorate at Dallas
Theological Seminary.

. Open Discussion — What is the current landscape of women’s discipleship in your
areas and/or churches? What do you think is behind this landscape?

1. Personal reflections on the landscapes I have encountered for women and
discipleship

A. Review the landscapes

B. The importance of seeking what lies beneath

C. An increased desire to bind up the brokenhearted (Isaiah 61:1)

I11.  Open Discussion — Do you think prioritizing discipleship amongst women is
important? Why or why not? Is something else needed?

IV.  Personal reflections on the importance of a call for women back to a model of
discipleship

(Matthew 28:18-20; Titus 2:3-5)

Discipleship offers women:
A. A place to grow




VI.

VII.

B. A place to share

C. A place to discover, encounter, and build rich community

D. A place to usher in spiritual maturity

E. A place to learn to read the Bible

F. A place to discover their identity and purpose in Christ

G. A place to learn what it means to be a follower and student of Jesus Christ

Open Discussion — How do we call women back to discipleship? How can we call
women to a greater picture of their life and the call that is on their lives as disciples
who make disciples?

Review what this call to action looks like in light of today’s landscapes
(Luke 14:25-35; John 8:31-32)

A. Raise the bar

B. Cast a greater vision over their life and relationship with God

C. Increase their hunger for more of God and His Word

Open Discussion — What do you think will be the greatest barriers to women
stepping into a life of discipleship in your areas/churches?



VIII. Review practical ideas of how to start a discipleship movement for women in
your churches and communities today

(Matthew 4:19, 28:20; Mark 1:18; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 1 Peter 2:21)

A. Address the barriers

B. Make a plan

C. Cast a vision

D. Invitation is required

IX. Q&ATime

A. Open the time to final thoughts and questions

B. Pass out a women’s discipleship plan worksheet as a take-home application

Additional Readings:

Pursuit: A Women's Discipleship Program, Michelle Clifford
Becoming a True Spiritual Community, Dr. Larry Crabb
Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership, Ruth Haley Barton
Search for Significance, Robert McGee

Christianity & Liberalism, J. Gresham Machen

The Cost of Discipleship, Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Leading Women Who Wound, Sue Edwards






