Are We Just Naked Apes?
Apologetic Arguments from the Uniqueness of Homo Sapiens

Human beings have placed ourselves alongside chimps as just one of the many animal species on this
planet. This workshop will consider the unique features of our species and suggest lines of apologetic
argument for the truth of the gospel from human nature and experience.
Paul Coulter lives in Lisburn, Northern Ireland, with his Malaysian wife, Gar-Ling, and their two
children. Having begun his working life in medicine, he moved into pastoral ministry across cultures
among Belfast’s Chinese community and then within his own culture in Glenabbey, a large church
outside the city. He completed doctoral studies in church and mission and taught practical theology and
missiology for eight years in Belfast Bible College. Since April 2019 he has been Head of Ministry
Operations for Living Leadership, training, supporting, and resourcing disciple-making leaders in the
Church across the UK and Ireland. He is also director of the Centre for Christianity in Society
(www.christianityinsociety.org), which seeks to connect Christ with contemporary culture, and author of

several articles on BeThinking.org. He has written several articles for BeThinking.org and speaks and
writes regularly on the Christian mind and contemporary culture.

. Homo sapiens among other species

A. Lines of enquiry

B. Darwin’s assertion and its consequences

1. Self-understanding — our value?

2. Morality — our duties?

Il.  Uniquely human?

A. Physiological

B. Sociological

C. Theory of Mind



I1l.  Pointers beyond — indicators of transcendence in human experience

A. Blushing

B. Fainting

C. Weeping

IV.  Where next? Moving the conversation on
A. Which story fits best? The gospel on human nature

1. God rules

2. We rebelled

3. God rescues

4. We respond

5. God restores

B. The person of Christ (incarnation)
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