How to Communicate the Christian Worldview in the Public Square

Many parts of today's Europe are characterized by a secular and pluralistic public square, whether the
arena is the media, the academy, or the workplace. As evangelical Christians, we are
often marginalized in such public contexts. How can we communicate the Christian worldview with
biblical authenticity and contemporary relevance in this public square? The panel discussion will
relate this key task to challenges from competing current views of (a) values, (b) humanity, (c) reality,
and (d) faith commitments.

Lars Dahle is a theologian, educator, preacher, and apologist. Having a long previous experience in
various academic leadership roles, he now works as Associate Professor in Systematic Theology and
Christian Apologetics at Gimlekollen School of Journalism and Communication (NLA Kristiansand),
where he has lectured in worldviews, ethics, and apologetics since 1991. Lars wrote his PhD on Acts
17:16-34. It is entitled An Apologetic Model Then and Now? (Open University, UK). Since 2013, he
is also the Lausanne Catalyst for Media Engagement. Lars has written several academic and popular
articles on apologetics, media engagement and missiology and was a co-editor of The Lausanne
Movement: A Range of Perspectives (Oxford: Regnum, 2014). He is also the Founding Editor of the
peer-reviewed Nordic apologetic journal Theofilos. In addition, Lars co-leads the European
Leadership Forum Media Communicators Network with his wife, Margunn. Follow Lars on
his blog Media Messages Matter or on his Twitter account @LarsDahle.

Paul Copan (Ph.D. Philosophy, Marquette University) is the Pledger Family Chair of Philosophy and
Ethics at Palm Beach Atlantic University, West Palm Beach, Florida. For six years, he served as
president of the Evangelical Philosophical Society. He is author and editor of over thirty books,
including works such as The Rationality of Theism, The Routledge Companion to Philosophy of
Religion, Creation out of Nothing, Philosophy of Religion: Classic and Contemporary Issues, The
Zondervan Dictionary of Christianity and Science, A Little Book for New Philosophers, and The
Cosmological Argument (a two-volume anthology). He has also contributed essays to over thirty
books, both scholarly and popular, and has authored a number of articles in professional journals. In
2017, he was a Visiting Scholar at Oxford University. Paul and his wife, Jacqueline, have six children,
and they reside in West Palm Beach, Florida. His website is www.paulcopan.com.

Amy Orr-Ewing is EMEA Director for RZIM and Director of Programmes for the Oxford Centre for
Christian Apologetics (OCCA). She gained a first class degree in theology at Christ Church, Oxford
University, before receiving a master’s degree in theology from King’s College London. She recently
completed working on her doctoral thesis at Oxford University looking at the work of Dorothy L
Sayers. Amy speaks and lectures on apologetics worldwide and has written two books exploring key
questions in apologetics: Why Trust the Bible? and But Is It Real?. Her most recent publication is
Millennials, which she co-authored with her husband Frog. They have also published Holy Warriors:
A Fresh Look at the Face of Extreme Islam and Deep. Amy and her husband lead a church in
Buckinghamshire called Latimer Minster, which they planted in 2010.

Espen Ottosen has worked as the information director for Norwegian Lutheran Mission since 2003.
In that capacity, he has frequently appeared in debates on national television and radio. Also he has
written essays and articles in a wide range of Norwegian newspapers and publications. For many
years he has been writing a column regularly in Aftenposten (see www.ap.no), currently the biggest
newspaper in the country. Ottosen has published about 20 different books and pamphlets in
Norwegian and in Spanish mostly on popular theology. Before taking the position as information
director, he was a missionary in Peru together with his family.
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