TALKING ABOUT LGBTQI
John Dickson
INTRODUCTION: pastoral care above all
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1. A BIBLICAL VIEW OF SEX

1.1. Sex difference

Gen 1:27-28. So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth
and subdue it.

Gen 5:1-3. When God created mankind, he made them in the likeness of God. He created them male and
female and blessed them.

Gen 2:20-24. For Adam no suitable helper was found. So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep
sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. Then
the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. The
man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken
out of man. That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one
flesh.

Hebrew specialist Robert Alter explains in his book on translating Genesis, “The Hebrew ‘ezer kenegdo is
notoriously difficult to translate. The second term means alongside him, opposite him, a counterpart to him.
“Help” is too weak because it suggests a merely auxiliary function, whereas ‘ezer elsewhere connotes active
intervention on behalf of someone, especially in military contexts, as often in Psalms.” Robert Alter, The
Hebrew Bible: The Five Books of Moses. New York: W.W. Norton & Company Inc., 2019, 14.

God himself is often called the ‘ezer of his people. Psalm 33:20. We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help
(‘ezer) and our shield.

Matthew 19:4-6. “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’
and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh’?”

1.2. The sexual good

Genesis 1:27-28. So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth
and subdue it.”

Genesis 2:22-24. Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he
brought her to the man. The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be
called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united
to his wife, and they become one flesh.

Sex in the bible is a threefold unity of pleasure, bonding, and procreation.
1.3. Sexual prohibitions

Leviticus 18:20-24. Do not have sexual relations with your neighbor’s wife and defile yourself with her. Do not
have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable. Do not have sexual relations
with an animal and defile yourself with it.

Leviticus 20:12-13. If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of them have
done what is detestable. They are to be put to death.

Matthew 19:4-6. “Haven’t you read,” Jesus replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and
female,” and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the



two will become one flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let
no one separate.

From this starting point that Jesus himself criticized all departures from this vision of the good. The word for
these departures was porneia: Matthew 5:32. But | tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for
sexual immorality (porneia), makes her the victim of adultery. Mark 7:21. For it is from within, out of a
person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality (porneia), theft, murder

Porneia (‘sexual immorality’) is a catch-all term: “Porneia is a general word for every kind of unlawful
sexual intercourse” in the Old Testament. (Luz, U., Matthew 1-7 (vol.1): A Commentary. Fortress Press,
2007, 253-54).

By definition, porneia includes same-sex intimacy.

Romans 1:26-27. They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things
rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. Because of this, God gave them over to shameful
lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also
abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed
shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.

Pederasty?

1 Corinthians 6:9-11. Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men
who have sex with men (malakoi oute arsenokoitai) nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers
nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you
were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

The expression “men who have sex with men” translates two separate Greek words for sexual activity.
Malakoi refers to passive or receiving partners in male same-sex activity.

And arsenokoitai refers to active or penetrating partners in male same-sex activity: literally, ‘bedding a

man’.
2. CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES
2.1. The church is ‘picking and choosing’ its texts.
The principle of ‘refraction’

2.2. The church ‘modernized’ its views on things like slavery and women, so why not change on homosexuality,
too?

Mix of statements about slavery: New Testament condemns slave-trading (1 Tim 1:10), demands that masters
treat slaves as equals (Eph 6:9), and on two occasions (1 Cor 7:21; Philemon 15-16) advocates the release of
slaves, if possible.

Mix of statements about women’s ministry: some passages seem to place restrictions on women'’s roles (1 Tim
2:12), and, yet, all accept that there are clear examples in the Bible of women exercising ministry and
leadership (Acts 18:26; 1 Cor 11:5).

2.3. The Bible can’t be talking about loving homosexual relationships, because ancient people were ignorant of
such relationships.

The two standard, secular works on ancient same-sex practice are C. A. Williams, Roman Homosexuality.
Oxford University Press, 1999; and K. J. Dover, Greek Homosexuality. Harvard University Press, 1989.

In Plato's Symposium and Protagoras two men, Pausanias and Agathon, are described as male lovers for
more than a decade.



Plutarch (1st-2nd century) published an extended discourse comparing homosexual love with heterosexual
marriage. In the end, he comes down preferring marriage, but he makes clear that many in his day extolled the
‘virtues’ of same-sex love (Plutarch, Moralia, The Dialogue on Love, 7T51E-752B; 761C). In one place, he
draws his own distinction between same-sex practice that is “mere pleasure” and so “base and unworthy” and
same-sex relationships that are “beautiful and courteous” (Moralia, The Dialogue on Love, 751B).

There is even evidence of unofficial same-sex ‘weddings’ (scorned by the public).

2.4. Homosexuality is a neuro-physiological orientation not a choice

Mustanski, B. S., et al., “A Critical Review of Recent Biological Research on Human Sexual Orientation,”
Annual Review of Sex Research. 2002:13;

Ellis, L., et al., “Eye Color, Hair Color, Blood Type, and the Rhesus Factor: Exploring Possible Genetic Links to
Sexual Orientation,” Archives of Sexual Behaviour. 2008:37;

Rahman, Q., “The neurodevelopment of human sexual orientation,” Neuroscience and Biobehavioural
Reviews 29, 2005.

There’s a celebrated review of research by Melissa Hines of Cambridge University, published in Frontiers in
Neuroendocrinology in 2011 (Hines, M., “Prenatal endocrine influences on sexual orientation and on sexually
differentiated childhood behavior” Frontiers in Neuroendocrinology 32 (2011) 170-182).

She concludes, “The evidence supports a role for prenatal testosterone exposure in the development of
sex-typed interests in childhood, as well as in sexual orientation in later life. Although a role for hormones
during early development has been established, it also appears that there may be multiple pathways to a
given sexual orientation outcome and some of these pathways may not involve hormones.”

However, there are many predispositions (which we might seek to modify) that are influenced by
neurophysiological factors:

Aggression has been linked to testosterone and melatonin levels (Soma, K., “Novel mechanisms for
neuroendocrine regulation of aggression” Frontiers in Neuroendocrinology 29 (2008) 476-489).

Addictive behaviour is influenced by the hormone corticotrophin (Zorrilla, E. P., “Corticotropin releasing
factor: A key role in the neurobiology of addiction,” Frontiers in Neuroendocrinology 35 (2014) 234-244).

Antisocial traits have been connected to neuropeptide levels (especially oxytocin and vasopressin).
(Heinrichs, M., “Oxytocin, vasopressin, and human social behaviour,” Frontiers in Neuroendocrinology 30
(2009) 548-557)

2.5. Marriage has evolved through history; the bible just represents one snapshot of human culture.

However, all cultures we know anything significant about have affirmed the same core idea of marriage as the
union of a man and a woman. Evidence of any other concept of marriage is entirely lacking from the historical
record, despite unsourced claims to the contrary.

Even in polygamous cultures, where an elite male takes several wives, the classical definition of marriage
still operates: the man has separate, individual marriages to each woman (and the women are not, in any
sense, married to each other). Even here, then, marriage is the bond of one man and one woman; it’s just
that the man gets to have several marriages!

The customs and laws surrounding marriage have, of course, differed over time and throughout cultures
(whether property rights, legal status, gender roles, etc.). But the central idea of marriage is universal.

The example of ancient Rome.



Musonius Rufus, known as the ‘Socrates of Rome’: “The husband and wife should come together for the
purpose of making a life in common and of procreating children, and furthermore of regarding all things in
common between them, and nothing peculiar or private to one or the other, not even their own bodies. In
marriage there must be, above all, perfect companionship and mutual love of husband and wife, both in
health and in sickness and under all conditions, since it was with desire for this as well as for having
children that both entered upon marriage.”

(Musonius Rufus, Fragments, 13A).

Marriage has, until recently, had just three defining features: (1) two people, (2) of the opposite sex, (3) who
intend to stay together.

All three features are logically interconnected as the only way to aspire to see new human beings created
and then raised by the very people directly responsible for their existence. If that is a thing worth hoping
for—and that is the key debate—classical marriage makes good sense.

3. TALKING ABOUT SEX IN PUBLIC

3.1. Four broad approaches

Endorsement, quietism, activism, persuasion

Persuasion: commending the Christian viewpoint as not unreasonable, worthy of consideration even.
3.2. Three suggestions

3.2.1. The church should apologize

3.2.2. We must prioritize pastoral care (once again)
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3.2.3. We should aim to convey and demonstrate the genius of Jesus, the noble ability to love and disagree at
the same time.

The (second) question to ask people: Do you think it is possible to sincerely love those with whom one
disagrees?

This is both an important conversation point in itself and a pointer to the gospel.



