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Saving Souls and/or Reforming the Culture: 
Finding Our Balance as Evangelical Scholars 

 
Some evangelicals claim that the only significant tasks of believers are evangelism and church 
planting.  Yet throughout the history of the Christian movement many godly men and women have 
demonstrated through their own ministry the importance of evangelism, as well as reforming the 
culture. What can we learn from the history of this type of both/and ministry?  How does Christ’s 
lordship relate to this balance?  Are there models such as Augustine, Calvin, Luther, Wesley, or 
Kuyper which we should follow?  How do we find a balance between the core Christian commitment 
to evangelism and reforming the culture?  How can we effectively show how the Gospel applies both 
to saving souls and transforming society? 
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institute. Per is the author of five books on apologetics, human dignity, and how to convey the gospel 
in a secular society. He also writes weekly editorials in one of Sweden's Christian dailies. Last year, 
Per began working on a PhD thesis, intended to reveal the historical driving forces that made Sweden 
the arguably most secular and individualistic nation in the world. He is married with four children and 
lives in the area of Jönköping in southern Sweden. 
 
Stefan Gustavsson is a member of the European Leadership Forum Steering Committee and leads the 
Advanced Apologetics Network. Stefan is the General Secretary of the Swedish Evangelical Alliance 
and the Director of CCA – Centre for Christian Apologetics. He is the author of several books on 
Christian apologetics and the Christian mind and writes regularly for different Swedish 
magazines. Stefan is married to Ingrid and has three grown children. 
 
Peter Saunders was born in New Zealand and originally trained as a general surgeon before serving 
with the Africa Inland Mission in Kenya and completing two years mission training at All Nations 
Christian College in the UK. Since 1992 he has served full-time with Christian Medical Fellowship, a 
UK-based organisation with 4,500 UK doctors and 1,000 medical students as members, first as Head 
of Student Ministries, and since 1999 as Chief Executive.  His current work involves leadership 
training, teaching evangelism and ethics, medical mission, writing, editing, and media work. He has 
been a member of the ICMDA (International Christian Medical and Dental Association) Board since 
2003 and is also Campaign Director of the Care Not Killing Alliance, a coalition of over 40 
organisations in the UK promoting palliative care and opposing euthanasia.  His wife Kirsty is a 
community pediatrician and they have three sons, Christopher, Benjamin and Jonathan. They are 
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Cors Visser is director of ForumC, a forum on faith, science, and society in the Netherlands. ForumC 
organizes debates together with secular partners on ‘big questions’. Cors just published a book in 
which he pleads for relationship therapy for the secular moral majority and the complaining Christians 
in the Netherlands. He holds a PhD in sociology of religion in which he studied the attitude of 
Evangelicals in civil society, with case studies in Brazil, Kenya, and the Netherlands. 
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