A World Charged with God’s Grandeur: An
Apologetic of Meaning




What is the meaning of life? That was all—a simple
question; one that tended to close in on one with
years. The great revelation had never come. The

- great revelation perhaps never did come.
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Why Apologetics must take meaning seriously

A. Humans are ravenous meaning seekers




For man’s primary concern is not self-fulfillment but
fulfillment of meaning

A mind is healthy when it has achieved a sufficient
store of ‘meaning’.

Man’s search for a meaning is not pathological, but
raz‘her the surest S/gn of be/ng tru/y human. Even if this
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Why Apologetics must take meaning seriously

B. We are presently living in a time when there is a
colossal meaning deficit




“(People) are lacking the awareness of a meaning
worth living for. They are haunted by the
experience of their inner emptiness, a void within
themselves, they are caught in that situation which
[ have called ‘existential vacuum’.

“‘What | mean thereby is the experience of a total
/ack or loss, of an ultimate mean/ng to one S




Our current miraculous state of relative peace and
economic tranquillity should not blind us to the fact
that gaping holes remain in our spirits.




"This research (on meaning) reflects a broader shift
In our culture. Across the country—and across the
world—educators, business leaders, doctors,
politicians, and ordinary people are beginning to
turn away from the gospel of happiness and focus
on meaning.”




How to engage meaning




T'he right hemisphere's world is present — or more
precisely ‘presences’ to us, as Heidegger puts it.
By contrast the left hemisphere's world takes over
once whatever it is is represented — literally ‘re-
presented’ after the fact: once it is familiar and
known, as an instance of something, a concept.
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1. Meaning’s Object side




Creation is meaning




In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.

He was with God in the beginning.




Praise the Lord, my soul.

Lord my God, you are very great,
you are clothed with splendor and majesty.

2The Lord wraps himself in light as with a garment;
he stretches out the heavens like a tent

3 and lays the beams of his upper chambers on their

waters.

He makes the clouds his chariot

v and r/des on the W/ngs of the W/nd




Current attempts to rehabillitate
meaning in a world ‘without God’




Meaning (objective) is a difficult topic to write
about. There is a famous remark by the physicist
Wolfgang Pauli, dismissing the work of another
scientist: “He isn't right. He isn’t even wrong." |
often think about this line while reading about
meaning and purpose. The problem isn’t usually
that | disagree with what | read—it’s that /t s too




“But the “primal matter” of mythology (a more
comprehensive ‘substance’ than the matter of the
modern world) is much more than mere substance:
it is the source of everything, objective and
supbjective”




2. Meaning's Subject side




“Man lives in the meanings he is able to discern.
He extends himself into that which he finds
coherent and is at home there. These meanings
can be of many kinds and sorts. Men believe in the
reality of these meanings whenever they perceive




Quadrilateral of Meaning

Coherence Purpose

Making sense of it | Clarity on what it’s for




Our apologetic task is to show the




