The Problem of Suffering:
Lessons from the Book of Job

Suffering is a fact of human existence, facing every generation, including us. In the Bible, a whole book – Job – deals with this dilemma: God is the good creator, and yet we as his creatures are stuck in horrible situations – in his world! What can we learn from the book of Job about God, humans, and suffering?
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I. Introduction: The Difference Between Answers and Perspectives




II. The Book of Job


A. Genre



B. Structure



III. The Subject: How Is God Running this World?


A. John Walton’s Triangle: 
   God’s Justice – Job’s Righteousness – The Principle of Retribution



IV. The Dialogues
	

A. The Three Friends & Elihu:  Starts with The Principle of Retribution: Question Job’s Righteousness



B. Job’s Response: Starts with The Principle of Retribution: Question God’s Justice


V. God’s Two Speeches


A. Is a Trial Against God Really a Good Idea?



B. Is Job really Capable of Running the World?



C. Job’s Insight: He Made the Same Mistake as His Friends 


1. He Talked About Things He Had No Knowledge of



VI. The Prologue (that Job Never Knew)


A. The Bigger Picture: Two Dimensions Added



B. The Spiritual World & The Future



C. Start with God and God’s Justice and Question a Naive Understanding



D. Retribution



VII. Conclusion


A. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Creator/Creature Distinction



B. John 9:2-3		



C. Trusting God Also in Darkness
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