Preaching and Teaching the Prophetic Genre

Many preachers tend to steer clear of the prophetic books because of the complexity of the genre. But the rhetorical genius of the prophets is worth exploring and the value of their messages is worth considering. In this session, we will discuss how to preach the prophets today with exegetical rigor, theological depth, and pastoral sensitivity.

Andy Hamilton is originally from Northern Ireland but has lived in Italy for most of his life. Andy obtained a Master of Theology from Queen’s University Belfast through Belfast Bible College and a Doctor of Ministry degree in preaching at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. He lives in the outskirts of Rome where he serves as Vice Principal of the Italian Evangelical Bible Institute (www.ibei.it) as well as being involved in church leadership. Andy is the author of How to Preach the Prophets for All Their Worth (Wipf & Stock). He is married to Ruth, and they have three children: Isaiah, Hollie, and Joshua.

I. Why Preach the Prophets?

a. The example of Jesus and the apostles


b. The value of their message


c. The genius of their rhetoric



II. Traps to Avoid

a. Historical Trap


b. Eschatological Trap


c. Character Trap



III. Tips for Preaching the Prophets

a. Understand the Prophetic Genre

i. Divinely Inspired Anthologies


ii. Oracles



iii. Poetical Language


iv. Visionary Literature


b. Enjoy, explore and exploit the language of the prophets


c. Take a road to Christ


d. Build a bridge to the Church



Suggested Readings:

Chalmers, Aaron, Interpreting the Prophets: Reading, Understanding and Preaching from the Worlds of the Prophets, Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2015.

Greidanus, Sidney. The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text: Interpreting and Preaching Biblical Literature. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1988.
Hamilton, Andrew G. M. How to Preach the Prophets for all Their Worth. Oregon: Wipf & Stock, 2022.

Wright, Christopher J. H. Sweeter than Honey: Preaching the Old Testament Carlisle: Langham Preaching Resources, 2015.
2

