What does the news media want?
Perspectives from the political sidelines
(or, Thoughts on the news media from a failed politician)
Ross Hendry, ELF May 2023






Act 1: Idealism

~ = (réflections from a thmk tank)
e : # ',?" I

. ‘." a- T



son, L can See wov have &, .,

fhmgé ;6‘% J?:‘;‘c ibnzvﬁgg!““@@t" Reflections from the
think tank

Even truth seekers have
an agenda

Data and evidence
Mmaybe knowledge but it
IS not wisdom

Simplifying the complex
Is helpful. Being
simplistic in dealing
with complexity is
dangerous
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Mae’n bryd

penderfynu

It's time to decide

Beth mae Llafur wediT

olygu i Ddwyrain

Caerfyrddin a Dinefwr?

- Dros 1290 o swyddlr
Fargen Newydd.

- Rhagor o heddiv | ymladd
troseddu.

— Isafswm cyficg.

- Dros £20 miliwn o lswndal
wediT dalu T lowyr hyd yn hyn.

- Ysgolion newydad, a nyrsys
sy'n cael au talu'n well,

What has Labour meant

for Carmarthen East and

Dinefwr?

= Over 1290 New Deal jobs.

= More polic= to fight crime.

= A minimum wage.

= Over £20 million paid so far
in miners compeansation.

= New schools and better
paid nurses.

Now is the time to build on

these achievements.

Dyma'ramser | adelladu ar hyn
i gd.

Britain
is worki

“Mae Ross Hendry'n gmgeisydd rhagorol a

byddai’'n sicrhau canlyn.

iadau da i'ch ardal chi.”

“Ross Hendry is an excellent candidate who
would really deliver results for your area.”
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Caerfyrddin a Dinefwr yn dewis
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The Game

Your talking
points vs.

The media’s
agenda

(criticise; conflict;
personality)

The rules

Stay on message

Do not be
controversial

Talk about voters

Mutuality (or
parasitic?)

Zero-sum Vvs.
win-win
Daniel 1
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Reflections from politics

Understand both sides
have objectives — seek the
common ground with
care

Both sides are broken
Image-bearers

Mutuality only goes so far
You can redefine the rules

The loudest voices are not
always the majority or
right.




Act 3: The power to do good

(reflections from inside and outside of

government)
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Act 4: A 'new’ news media is a savage master

(reflections of leading an evangelical Christian
organisation)
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Act 5: Redeeming the news
(reflections from an aging optimist)
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Reflections from an aging optimist

Understand what master you are serving
Understand your cultural mandate

Understand the power of the ‘tongue’, language, stereotypes
and stories

Beware ‘conflict entrepreneurs’

Beware the temptation of the ends justify the means. They do
not — the means matters!

Beware the domination not democratization of ideas and
Views In a new public sgaure

The blessing and responsibility of image-baring
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e What would you say to a Christian
politician are the primary “rules of
engagement” if they want media
attention?

e |sthe news media redeemable? (You
may want to challenge the premise of
the question!)

e \What can you do to be a faithful
presence in the public square and
undertake redemptive acts in your field
of work?
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