Biblical Images of Discipleship

This session will explore some biblical images and metaphors for discipleship that help to provide us with a strong framework for spiritual formation. Through unpacking these together, we will consider what they have to teach us about our own approaches to discipleship.

Rick Hill is a speaker, author and leader based in Belfast. Rick serves as Executive Secretary of the Council for Mission in Ireland within the Presbyterian Church. He is the author of Deep Roots of Resilient Disciples and serves as an elder in his local church. Rick is married to Sarah, they have three young children, and in his spare time, he enjoys running.


[bookmark: _Hlk66976329]A) The Method of Jesus

· Matthew 4:18-22
· The location of the first disciples
· “The church is not a gallery for the exhibition of eminent Christians, but a school for the education of imperfect ones.” GK Chesterton

1. Coming to Jesus

2. Becoming like Jesus

3. Joining the mission of Jesus


B) Biblical Images of Discipleship

A. Farmer

1 Corinthians 3:5-9
Not a factory but a field

B. Parent (or Family)

1 Corinthians 4:14-17
1 Thessalonians 2:5-8
Up close and personal; not experts but examples

C. Apprentice

2 Timothy 2:2
1 Corinthians 11:1
Not just information but imitation


Suggested Readings:

The Trellis and the Vine, Col Marshall

 Deep Roots of Discipleship, Rick Hill

Transforming Discipleship, Greg Ogden

The Great Omission by Dallas Willard
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