The Importance of Art in Troubled Times

During catastrophic times some may view art as a luxury, not a necessity. Others insist that art is never
needed more. What does this mean? What needs do we all share? What needs can artists meet? How have
artists responded throughout history during trials and tribulations? What can we do today? “Art reminds
us of the things that really matter. It lifts our eyes to eternity and shows us the importance of the here and
now.” (Alastair Gordon)
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. What human needs do we all share? (Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs)

A. We all have basic needs

B. We all have psychological needs

C. We all have fulfillment needs

Il.  What spiritual needs do we all share?

A. We need a relationship with God

B. We need each other

C. We need to know Scripture
1. What needs can artists meet during troubled times?

A. We can help people grieve and lament

B. We can convey spiritual truth



C. We can provide insight and understanding

D. We can inspire worship

E. We can impact society and bring about change

“The arts do not just illustrate theology but are themselves modes of theological
expression. Art shapes the imagination of faith communities and provides the
forms through which many people encounter the Gospel.” — Jeremy Begbie
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