
Was Einstein Right? Exploring the Imagination 

 
One of Professor Albert Einstein’s most surprising quotes was, “Imagination is more important than 

knowledge.” Was he correct? Clearly, he understood that imagination and all of its related cousins, like 

creativity, ideation, innovation, and change, were indispensable to virtually all things related to living life 

to the fullest. This workshop will look at these topics and how they interrelate from the perspectives of 

Scripture, fascinating innovators, effective leaders, and influential artists of all stripes. 

 

Charles David Kelley is Latvian-American, a citizen of both countries. He serves as co-leader of the ELF 

Artist Network. Born in Los Angeles, he has lived in Oregon since 1980. His professional training is in 

biblical studies, theology, and missiology. Before founding Bridge Builders International in 1994, a 

ministry that focuses on the Baltics, Charles served in pastoral ministry in California, Texas, and Oregon 

for 21 years. He is chairman of BBI’s Latvian affiliates, Partners, and serves on the board for Eagle's 

Wings Camp in Latvia. He co-founded the Baltic Pastoral Institute in Riga and founded the Imago Dei 

Artists Network, which ministers to artists and musicians in Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. He is the 

LausanneARTS Coordinator for Europe, a member of the Arts Plus Roundtable, and the Arts Centre 

Group in London. He also serves on the board of the Thomas Kinkade Museum near San Jose, CA. 

Charles is an author, pianist, and painter. He lives in Latvia for 4-5 months per year. He has been married 

to Nancy for 46 years and has four grown children and nine grandchildren. For his service to the spiritual 

development of Latvia, Charles has been awarded the Order of the Three Stars by Latvia’s president. 

 

“I am enough of an artist to draw freely upon my imagination. Imagination is more important 

than knowledge. Knowledge is limited. Imagination encircles the world. Imagination is more 

important than knowledge.” – Albert Einstein 

 

This is one of Professor Albert Einstein’s most surprising quotes. Was he correct? Clearly, he 

understood that imagination and all of its related cousins, like creativity, ideation, innovation, 

and change, were indispensable to virtually all things related to living life to the fullest. 

 

 

A. Introduction – Complete these sentences: 

a. Imagination without knowledge is … 

 

b. Knowledge without imagination is … 

 

 

B. Imagination  

a. What is imagination? 

 

b. The Evidence of Divine Imagination 

 

c. The History of Human Imagination 



 

 

C. Creativity 

a. What is creativity? 

 

b. How does creativity work? 

 

 

D. Ideation 

a. Crazy ideas that didn’t change the world. 

 

b. Great ideas that changed the world 

 

 

E. Innovation 

a. What is innovation? 

 

b. Great innovators in society 

 

c. Great innovators in the church 

 

d. Great innovators in the arts 

 

e. Innovation and me 

 

 


