Every Brief Encounter

Most of the opportunities we will have to share our faith will not be public debates or lectures. They
will come at times when we have little time to plan and a prepare right there. Yet if we have taken the
time to equip ourselves carefully, we will be able to translate these moments into meaningful steps in
the lives of others. Good apologists are good personal evangelists. This session will examine what this
might look like and how we can progress better towards it.

John Kirkpatrick has been the pastor in Portrush Presbyterian Church for the last 21 years. This church
is situated on the North Coast of Ireland very close to the famous world heritage site, 'Giants Causeway.’
John is the director of the apologetics course Reality316 aimed at equipping a wide range of people to
be relevant apologists. For a number of years he served as Chairman of New Horizon, a well-known
Christian conference in Ireland and has been a chaplain to the Motorcycle Racing community, quite
unique to the Irish culture. John is married to Joan and they have four children, three of whom are now
married.

I.  Aim: To make a case for the use of Christian apologetics

Il.  What is Apologetics? [James A. Sire, 2006] How it is used in Scripture

A. Apologetics as response to Persecution
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Apologetics as explanation and proclamation [Acts 2:1-42]

Apologetics as deliberate argument [Acts 17:1-9]
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Apologetics as confrontation [Acts 17:16-34]

m

Apologetics as humble spiritual demonstration [1 Cor 2:1-5]
F. Apologetics as personal participation [1 Cor 9:19-23]
G. Apologetics as correcting error and misbehaviour [2 Cor 10:1-5, Jude 3]
H. Apologetics as presenting Jesus Christ as God [ John 20.:30]
1. Suggested definition [Lars Dahle, 2001] 1 Peter 3:15 — both defense and instruction
A. “the rational justification of Christian truth claims over against specific
questions, objections, and alternatives, in order to establish ‘the epistemic

permission’ and 'the epistemic obligation' of the Christian faith for both
Christians and non- Christians”



IV. In defense of apologetics — why we believe it to be necessary and appropriate
A. God’s word commands it
B. Human reason requires it
C. Society needs it

[See pre-reading and plan for discussion on this article.]

V.  The need in Europe in the 21th Century
A. The gap and how to reconnect with our culture
B. The difference between contact and connection

C. Making contact through need, connection through our conversation and
question

D. The Journey...How we arrived! The Flow of western Thought.
E. The destination...

1. See www.stmarys.ac.uk/research/centres/benedictxvi report
Europe’s young adults and religion

VI.  ELF: the vision and the strategy

A. Educate

B. Equip

C. Encourage
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