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Scholarship and the Reformation: 
Sparking a Global Transformation of Education 

 
The Protestant Reformation was birthed in the university through the labor of scholars.  In turn, 
scholarship flourished as a result of the Reformation, sparking a global transformation of 
education.  But the Protestant movement also encountered strong opposition from universities 
established by the Catholic Counter-Reformation. 
 
Daryl McCarthy serves as Vice President of Academic Programs and Strategy with Forum of 
Christian Leaders (FOCL). Besides directing the ELF Academic Network, he also directs the 
Cambridge Scholars Network. Daryl has traveled to more than 55 nations speaking at universities, 
conferences, and churches. In 1988 he helped start Global Scholars and served as President until 
2014. Daryl has earned degrees from Fuller Theological Seminary, Nazarene Theological Seminary, 
and Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. Daryl and his wife Dr. Teri McCarthy lived in Lithuania 
2010-2015 where they taught at Lithuania University of Educational Sciences in Vilnius. They have a 
son and a daughter who are both married and they have five grandchildren. 
 
 
I. Scholars played a key role in launching the Reformation. 
 

A. John Wycliffe (1320-1384), scholar 
 
 

B. Jan Hus (1372-1415), university professor 
 
 

C. Martin Luther (1483-1546), university professor 
 
 

D. Philip Melanchthon (1497-1560), university professor 
 
 

E. William Tyndale (1494-1536), scholar 
 
 

F. John Calvin (1509-1564), scholar 
 
 

G. Jan Amos Comenius (1592-1670), father of modern education 
 
 
II. Scholarship flourished because of the Reformation. 
 

A. Universities grew because of the Reformation. 
 
 

B. More universities were founded. 
 
 

C. New universities were established by the Protestants. 
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D. Existing universities were reformed. 

 
 

E. Universal compulsory education—primary and secondary education—
promoted and spread by the Reformation. 

 
 

F. Scholarship in many fields advanced because of the Reformation. 
 
 

G. Teaching is a holy vocation. 
 
 

H. Teaching methods were improved. 
 
 

I. Education for clergy was improved. 
 
 

J. Libraries were developed and expanded. 
 
 

K. Bible translations impacted languages. 
 
 

L. Limitations of education and the really bad news about the Reformation. 
 
 
III. Catholics used education to oppose the Reformation. 
 
 
IV. Lessons from the Reformation for academics today. 
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