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The New Covenant Implications for Ministry Today 

 
In this session, we will consider other New Testament passages that address the New Covenant, and 

draw together an applied biblical theology of this great theme of Scripture. What are the implications 

of being ministers of the New Covenant in the 21st Century? How will understanding the New Covenant 

help us, not only in our preaching, but also in our leadership, in our pastoring, and in our role as Christ’s 

ambassadors in this world? 

 

Peter Mead is the director of Cor Deo, a ministry training programme in Chippenham, England. He is 

also part of the leadership team of Trinity Chippenham, a church Peter helped to plant back in 2014.  

Peter is a lecturer for Union School of Theology. He studied at Multnomah Biblical Seminary before 

getting his Doctor of Ministry degree under Haddon Robinson at Gordon-Conwell Theological 

Seminary in the area of expository preaching. Peter is the author of Pleased to Dwell, Lost in Wonder, 

and Foundations (Christian Focus) as well as The Little Him Book (10ofThose/10Publishing) and The 

New Birth (Union Publishing). He hosts The Biblical Preaching Podcast, and authors the preaching 

blog: BiblicalPreaching.net. He is married to Melanie and they have six children, and one grandchild. 

 

I. Reviewing the core New Covenant features: 

 

 A. Sin 

i. “For I will forgive their iniquity and I will remember their sins no 

more.” (Jer.31:34) 

 

ii. “You shall be clean . . . I will cleanse you.” (Eze.36:25)  

 

 B. Heart  

   i. Law on heart (Jer.31:33) 

 

   ii. New heart: heart of stone replaced by heart of flesh (Eze.36:26) 

 

 C.  Spirit  

   i. They will “know the LORD” (Jer.31:34) 

 

ii. “I will betroth you to me: forever, in righteousness/justice/steadfast  

love/mercy/faithfulness – you shall know the LORD.” (Hosea 2:19-20) 

 

   iii. “I will put my Spirit within you.” (Eze.36:27) 

 

 D. Christ    

i. “I will give you as a covenant.” (Isa.42:6; 49:8) 

 

ii. “This is the new covenant in my blood.” (Luke 22:20) 

 

 

II. Implications 

 

A. Ministry is about life transformation, not behavioural conformity. 

 

B. Ministry is inside-to-out, not outside-to-in. 
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C. Ministry is dependent on divine transformation, not human methodology. 

 

D. Ministry is about response, rather than responsibility – so we preach Christ 

crucified, not law. 

 

E. Ministry is profoundly relational, and therefore does not move in a predictable and 

steady straight line. 

 

F. Ministry recognizes the primacy of the heart, and so will not settle for a mind and 

will focus. 

 

G. Ministry is reliant on the work of the Spirit, so should be characterised by prayer 

and patience. 

 

H. Ministry must primarily point people to Christ, rather than to themselves. 

 

 

 

Questions 

 

1. Where does the New Covenant need to shape your personal life and family life more? 

 

 

2. What area of your church ministry could be more shaped by New Covenant 

understanding, and how? 

 

 

3. How will you be tempted to slip back into a ministry model that points to self rather 

than Christ, and to the mirror of the law rather than the transformative power of the 

New Covenant? (See Gal.3:1-3) 


