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Where is Art Going? Making Sense of New Art Forms 

  

Today, more than ever, reaching a consensus on how to define art is challenging. Some are even 

contesting the possibility of finding a standard definition of art, as aesthetically and conceptually, art 

has evolved to a point where it is hard to find common ground. The lack of consensus on what art is has 

been evident ever since modern art strayed from the paradigm of classical definitions. Still, the 

development and use of new technologies are reshaping the ecosystem surrounding artistic creation in 

new ways. The more recent collaboration between artists and engineers resulting in new radical forms 

of art, called by some "new media art," is challenging the concepts that define the triad "art - art object 

- artist." Embraced with various degrees of enthusiasm, new genres of art use digital technology as the 

primary tool for producing, presenting, and archiving art. In such cases, information becomes the basis 

of the materiality of the art object.   NFTs and art created by robots or artificial intelligence programs 

go far beyond what we could have imagined and cause stupor even among specialists initiated in the 

field. Starting from the accepted definitions of traditional art, using a comparative approach with more 

recent attempts to define new media arts, we will seek answers to the question that haunts us: where is 

art going, and how should we then relate to art and artistic creation? 
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I. Introduction to art in the Bible  
 

Exodus 31:1-11 

„Then the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, son of Hur, of 

the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with the holy Spirit of God, with wisdom, 

with understanding, with knowledge and with all kinds of skills—to make artistic 

designs for work in gold, silver, and bronze, to cut and set stones, to work in carving 

wood, and to engage in all kinds of crafts. Moreover, I have appointed Oholiab son of 

Ahisamak, of the tribe of Dan, to help him. Also I have given ability to all the skilled 

workers to make everything I have commanded you: the tent of meeting, the ark of 

the covenant law with the atonement cover on it, and all the other furnishings of the 

tent—the table and its articles, the pure gold lampstand and all its accessories, the 

altar of incense, the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, the basin with its 

stand—and also the woven garments, both the sacred garments for Aaron the priest 

and the garments for his sons when they serve as priests, and the anointing oil and 

fragrant incense for the Holy Place. They are to make them just as I commanded 

you.” 

 

How? 

The gift of: Wisdom; Understanding; Knowledge; Skills; craftmanship. 

 

Q: Which one of these is creativity? Are all men endowed with creativity? Creativity 

is a gift for some or is it part of human nature (of how we were created)? 
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What art form? 

Artistic design 

Sculpture in metal (gold, silver, bronze), stone, wood 

Crafts 

 

Q: Are there other forms of [visual] art? Is art an evolving concept or is it created 

once and for all? 

 

Who? 

Artists and Skilled helpers 

 

Q: are there other categories of people that can be creative? 

 

What kind of objects? 

Tent (building) 

Ark of the covenant (sculpture utilitarian) 

Furniture (tables, lampstand, altar and utensils, basin) 

Textiles (woven garments of priests, perfumes) 

 

Q: Presuming there are other art objects not listed here, can concepts, or other abstract 

notions be classified as art?  

 

For whom? Comissioned work: God is the client. 

 

Q: Is God the client of every work of art ever made? Is it acceptable to work for 

“other clients”? 
 

 

II. Attempting to define art as a modern, evolving concept 
 

 

Together we will go through some of the definitions presented in the chart below. 
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III. New media art and the challenges that lay ahead 
 

Definition: New Media Art refers to art forms that are produced, modified and/or 

transmitted through some form of digital technology. The “new” in the title leaves the 

concept open-ended and encompasses all emerging forms that have not definition yet.  

 

Digital art – art that is being produced by means of digital software. 

 

Internet art – is art that is being produced to be distributed via the Internet.  

 

Generative art – is art that has been produced partially or totally by an autonomous 

system (a mathematical, mechanical or even biological algorithm) 

 

Data visualization art – describes images that are generated from databases of 

information. There is beauty in information. 

 

Information art – is a form of art that incorporates data, artificial intelligence, 

information systems. 

 

AI generated art – is art generated by artificial intelligence systems, based on words, 

images or video. 

 

NFTs – non-fungible tokes that incorporate a unique code of information, that can be 

a work of art. It relates to the notion of unicity… it can be owned by just one person. 

Dependent on block-chain technology. 

IV. Conclusions 
 

To be relevant in a world that was going through rapid changes, facing a public 

showered with information and bombarded with visual content, artists might benefit 

from a broader view of what art is in the contemporary digital world, if not to 

embrace new forms of art themselves, at least to understand the other artists. The 

same is true for the modern Christian that needs to make sense of the world around 

him. Digital content and new media art are windows into the soul of our society, and 

loving the neighbor might very well mean also understanding him. 
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