The Dance of Marriage

It has been said that “God cares more about His work IN you, than in His work THROUGH you.” God uses the dance of marriage to teach us humility and grace. Marriage is like a dance – not a polished ballroom dance, but typically more of a rookie event, complete with crushed toes and good intentions. This session will focus on how both our strengths and our weaknesses are used by God in our homes and in our marriages. 

Jay Mosser has served in pastoral roles for 44 years – 20 years as an assistant pastor and the rest as senior pastor. He has served in three churches ranging from smaller (less than 50) to larger (about 1,000). He has worked with children, teens, worship ministry, pastoral care, preaching and leadership. Jay has an M.Div. from Western (Conservative Baptist) Seminary and a D.Min. from Corban University. His doctoral thesis was entitled “How a Pastor’s Theology of Shepherding Affects the Health & Growth of a Church.” He is married to Kathy and has three daughters and six grandchildren. In his spare time, he loves to read, hike, travel, watch sports, and spend time with his family.

Introduction: 

· A recommendation and a quote: First, a book: When Sinners Say “I Do”, by Dave Harvey. You should read this book. The subtitle is, “Discovering the Power of the Gospel for Marriage.” Second, a quote from this book: 

My name is Dave, and…well…I’m a sinner…I have control issues. Add to that, I love to be right. That means I tend to see other peoples’ opinions as inferior. I hate being wrong. Also, what people think about me sometimes determines what I do. I worry about problems I can’t even solve…I can vouch that the more you get to know me, the more you’ll admire my wife.

· Despite the glowing hopes & dreams of every happy couple at the wedding altar, before the honeymoon is over, every couple must deal with the fact that both they and the person they have now married is a sinner. And somehow, they are joined “til death do us part” to another sinner, in what today we are calling “The Dance of Marriage.” 

· Viewing marriage as a dance is a helpful analogy. Few people are born automatically good at dancing. Most people have to work at it, and working at it involves getting our toes stepped on, possible irritation, and maybe even – if I dare say it – disappointing outcomes. 


I. Let’s Start With Scripture: 

A. What did God make when He made a marriage? Genesis 2:4-25, 3:1-19; Ephesians 5:32

1. Marriage is glorious (in what it represents; in what it does to us)

2. Marriage is messy




B. We have different gifts, different abilities, different passions…but similar sins:
I Corinthians 12; Galatians 5:17; Romans 7:21-25


Small Group Discussion

· In what ways is marriage glorious? 

· In what ways is marriage messy? 


II. Let’s Talk about the Dance! An Honest Conversation…

This coming July, Kathy & I will have been married 43 years – all of them in a ministry setting. We have served three churches. We have three daughters, two by birth, and one by adoption, and we have had half a dozen other girls living in our home at various times. Currently we have six grandchildren (likely two more soon by adoption). 

A. Areas of struggle

B. The Challenge of Ministry & Marriage 

C. Embracing Different Seasons 

D. Reasons for Gratefulness

E. Q & A


Small Group Discussion 

· What have you heard today that has encouraged you? 

· What have you heard today that represents an area of need or challenge? 

· PRAY together
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