Questioning Evangelism for the 21st Century

Description: The gospel never changes but our audiences do—in seemingly limitless ways. How to proclaim good news, so people actually hear it, has always been a challenge for God’s people. For starters, evangelism needs to be more dialogical and conversational and less confrontational and presentational. This seminar flows out of decades of evangelistic ministry and extensive research about how people are actually coming to faith today.

Randy Newman is the Senior Fellow for Apologetics and Evangelism at The C. S. Lewis Institute in the Washington, DC area. He has taught at several evangelical seminaries and is currently an adjunct faculty at Reformed Theological Seminary and Patrick Henry College. After serving for over 30 years with Campus Crusade for Christ, he established Connection Points, a ministry to help Christians engage people’s hearts the way Jesus did. He has written several books, including the award winning Questioning Evangelism, and numerous articles about evangelism and other ways our lives intertwine with God’s creation. He and his wife Pam live in Annandale, VA and have three grown sons, two delightful daughters-in-law, and two stunningly adorable granddaughters. Randy blogs occasionally at www.connectionpoints.us.

In addition to my bio, I’ll simply add that my PhD dissertation focused on lengthy interviews with recent converts. Their stories made their way into my book Unlikely Converts. After this conference, I would be available for follow up conversations by email, which you can find in the chat for this session.



Introduction: Why Evangelism Seems to Be Getting More Difficult






I. The Role Questions Can Play in Evangelism



A. What do questions do that statements don’t?



B. Jesus’s examples



C. Paul’s examples



1. Like Paul’s our evangelism might be more ongoing process than one-time proclamation.



2. Like Paul’s our evangelism might be more dialogue than declaration.



3. Like Paul’s our evangelism might get mixed reviews.



4. Like Paul’s our evangelism might be bad news before it’s good news. 



II. Principles to Remember and Questions to Ask



A. Some people aren’t awake.



B. Some things can’t be true.



C. Some questions aren’t sincere.



D. Sometimes a partial victory is best. 
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