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Using Scripture Immersion to Catalyze Discipleship 
 
Scripture is central to discipleship, yet common forms of Scripture engagement (such as personal Bible 

reading and expository preaching) do not necessarily result in spiritual maturity. This session will explore 

how periodic Scripture immersion experiences can shift peoples’ posture towards Scripture and help them 

to be doers of the Word and not merely hearers. 

 

Lindsay Olesberg is a Bible teacher and Scripture Engagement leader with more than 35 years of ministry 

experience.  She has provided Scripture Engagement leadership for numerous Urbana Missions 

Conferences, Cape Town 2010 (Lausanne’s Third Global Congress), and Lausanne’s Younger Leaders 

Generation.  Lindsay is the author of The Bible Study Handbook: A Comprehensive Guide to an Essential 

Practice (IVP) and Ephesians: Studying with the Global Church (Hendrickson).  She serves as chair of 

Wycliffe USA’s board of directors and as a member of the board for Revive Europe and Servant Partners.  

Lindsay holds degrees from Pomona College (B.A. Asian Studies) and Fuller Theological Seminary (M.A. 

Theology).  She and her husband Jon, a physicist working in the biotech industry, live in New Mexico.  

They have two adult children. 

 

I. Centrality of Scripture in Discipleship 

 

a. Psalm 1:1-3 

 

b. Psalm 19:7-11 

 

c. Hebrews 4:11-13 

 

 

II. Not all Scripture Engagement Results in Spiritual Maturity 

 

a. Mark 4:14-20 

 

b. James 1:22-25 

 

 

III. Soaking in the Word: The Value of Scripture Immersion 

“The ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law.” (Neh. 8:3) 

 

a. Case Study Nehemiah 8:1-18 

 

b. Defining Scripture Immersion 

 

c. Impacts of Scripture Immersion 

 

 

IV. Planning Scripture Immersion Experiences 

 

a. Frequency 
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b. Location 

 

c. Discernment 

 

d. Schedule 

 

 

 
For more information about Scripture Immersion experiences, contact lindsay.olesberg@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

Suggested Resources 

 

Bob Grahmann, Transforming Bible Study: Understanding God’s Word Like You’ve Never Read 

it Before (IVP) 

 

https://howto.bible/content/leading-group 

 

Lindsay Olesberg, The Bible Study Handbook: A Comprehensive Guide to an Essential 

Practice (IVP) 

https://howto.bible/content/leading-group

