
Questioning Authority

Luther’s ideas raised a number of important theological issues. The most fundamental of these is the question of  
authority: where do you go for answers to theological questions? Traditional Catholics, Humanists, and Protestants  
came up with three  different  responses,  with Protestants  insisting that  all  doctrinal  controversies  be  settled by 
Scripture alone.
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I. The Aftermath of the 95 Theses

A. Luther’s Methodology Raises Other Questions

B. One Central Issue: Authority

II. The Alternatives

A. Traditional Catholicism
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1. Scripture

2. Tradition

B. Catholic Humanists

1. Presuppositions

2. Scripture

3. Early Church Fathers
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C. Luther and Protestantism 

1. Sola Scriptura 

2. Perspicacity of Scripture

3. Importance of Educated Pastorate
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