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Pilgrims and Progress 

This session reviews the power and consequences of the Enlightenment on western thought and particularly on 
Christianity.  While many have analyzed the impact of the Enlightenment’s epistemological and ontological legacy, 
this session will examine the Enlightenment concept of "progress" and how it more broadly has influenced western 
culture and the western church.  The Enlightenment's approach to progress advocated efficiency and convenience 
which are measured quantitatively, obscuring important aspects of reality. This idea of progress will be analyzed and 
evaluated. 

Bruce A. Little has Masters degrees in Apologetics and Religion and a PhD in Philosophy of Religion. Presently, he 
is Professor of Philosophy and Director of the L. Russ Bush Center for Faith and Culture at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, where he has been on faculty since 2001. For over a decade, he has travelled widely in 
Europe and Asia, lecturing in universities, teaching in a variety of schools and presenting papers at conferences. He 
has published in various professional journals and has written or edited several books: A Creation-Order Theodicy: 
God and Gratuitous Evil; God, Why This Evil?; Francis Schaeffer: A Mind and Heart for God (ed); Engaging 
Culture, Defending the Faith (ed). 
 


