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Persuasive Ethics  
 
Many non-Christians have a sense that Christianity is about ethics but are also frightened that we are seeking to 
impose our strict ethical system upon them, whilst at the same time being hypocrites ourselves.  For this reason 
many Christians tend to shy away from ethics when seeking to communicate the Gospel.  Rather than this helping in 
our communication of the Gospel it has left many with the impression that Christians are concerned about moralism 
and ethics through the political system.  This seminar will look at how we avoid the traps of moralism and 
accusations of political power seeking whilst using the Christian teaching about ethics to communicate Christ.  
 
David Robertson is the minister of St Peter’s Free Church in Dundee, Scotland (a church that is best known for 
being the church of Robert Murray McCheyne) and the Director of the Solas Centre for Public Christianity.   He is 
the author of Awakening (a contemporary account of McCheyne’s life) and The Dawkins Letters.  The latter has 
resulted in him being invited to debate and discuss all over the UK and elsewhere in Europe.  This has been done in 
cafes, bars, libraries, universities, publs, restaurants, village halls, and even occasionally in churches!  David is a 
chaplain at the University of Dundee, columnist, broadcaster and debater.  His interests include history, reading, 
music, politics, theology and football – he supports Dundee FC although his other team is Barcelona!   David is 
married to Annabel and they have three children; Andrew (26), Becky (24) and Emma Jane (15).    
 
I. Introduction  

1. What is morality?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Where does our society think it gets its morality?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
II. The Christian view of Morality 

1. Humanity 
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2. The Bible 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Jesus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. The Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III. Moral Issues Today 

1. Money and Work 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Sex and Sexuality  
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3. Life and Death – Medical Ethics  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

4. Environment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Poverty and Justice 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6. Gender 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Race 
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IV. What can go wrong?  
1. Moralism and Anti-nomianism 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Triumphalism and Despair 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

3. Utopianism and the Kingdom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Distraction and Defeat 
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