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The Global Charter of Conscience 
 
The Global Charter of Conscience was published at the EU Parliament in Brussels in June, 2012, with the support of 
a coalition of groups led by the European Evangelical Alliance and with the endorsement of the UN Rapporteur for 
Religious Freedom. It is a reaffirmation and expansion of Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
At a time when religious freedom is the most contested and embattled of the human rights, and worldwide religious 
restrictions are growing, the Global Charter has some simple objectives: 
1)To reaffirm the foundational importance of religious freedom, 2) to launch a new discussion on the significance of 
building a new civil public square in each of our nations, and 3) to encourage Christians to reposition themselves in 
public life, and overcome the prejudices raised by past or present Christian positions. 
 
Os Guinness is an author and social critic. He was educated in England, receiving his undergraduate degree from 
the University of London and a DPhil from Oriel College, Oxford. He was a Guest Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson 
Center for International Studies and a Visiting Fellow at the Brookings Institution. From 1986-1989 he was the 
Executive Director of the Williamsburg Charter Foundation, one of the drafters of the Williamsburg Charter. He is 
the founder and was the Senior Fellow of the Trinity Forum and most recently was Senior Fellow of the East West 
Institute in New York. Some of his influential books include The Dust of Death; In Two Minds; The Gravedigger 
File; The American Hour; Dining with the Devil: The Megachurch Movement Flirts with Modernity; Fit Bodies, Fat 
Minds: Why Evangelicals Don't Think; The Call; and Time for Truth: Living Free in a World of Lies. 


