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Worldview Thinking:  
Why Non-Believers Do Not Take Their Own Beliefs Seriously 

One of the greatest challenges today facing Christian evangelism lies in the fact that most people in the 
west do not take the matter of beliefs seriously. Beliefs tend to be shaped by pragmatic concerns, applied 
to only one area of life, defined by pluralism, and accepted as non-binding. This is the legacy of Post 
Modernism which makes beliefs of little more consequence than the kind of cereal one had for breakfast--
-consequence, not relevance. Consequently, if beliefs are not taken seriously, then there is no reason to 
think that the world would see Christian beliefs any differently. The purpose of this talk is two-fold: (1) to 
emphasize the importance of one’s view of reality and how that view determines how one views beliefs in 
general and Christian beliefs in particular; (2) to suggest how Christians might meaningfully engage the 
non-believer with truth claims grounded in an objective reality—beliefs that do make a difference.   
 
Bruce A. Little has master’s degrees in Apologetics and Religion and a PhD in Philosophy of Religion 
and a DMin in Apologetics. Presently, he serves as Senior Professor of Philosophy and director of the 
Francis A. Schaeffer Collection at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, where he has been on 
faculty since 2001. Since 1995, he has travelled widely in Europe and Asia, lecturing in universities, 
teaching in a variety of schools and presenting papers at conferences. He has published in various 
professional journals, edited several books, either authored or co-authored six books and contributed 
chapters in several books the last being God and Evil published by InterVarsity Press, 2013. 
 
 
“You are completely free to choose because it does not matter what you choose. That is why you 
are so free.” 

“Some people refuse to accept the fact that reality is becoming indistinguishable from 
representation in a qualitatively different new way.” (Thomas De Zengotita. Mediated: How The 
Media Shapes Your World and The Way You Live In It, 17, 18) 

 
I. Why Reality Matters (the foundation of any worldview) 

	  

	  

a. Reality determines truth  
	  

	  

b. Reality the great truth detector  
	  

	  

	  

II. How Mediated Reality Changes Us. 
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a. Representation and reality become confused 
	  

	  

b. Men without faces 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested Readings: 

Roger Scruton.  The Face of GodNeil Postman. Amusing Ourselves to Death 

Neil Postman. Technopolis 
Arthur Hunt III. Surviving Technopolis 
Arthur Hunt III. The Vanishing Word 
 

	  


