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What Are the Limitations and Proper Role of Theistic Arguments?

This talk asks what we should and should not expect from theistic arguments. The purpose of this talk is
to identify the issues and/or questions our contemporary non-Christian fellow human travelers have and
then examine how that should influence how we approach the non-Christian with the Christian message.

Bruce A. Little has master’s degrees in Apologetics and Religion and a PhD in Philosophy of Religion
and a DMin in Apologetics. Presently, he serves as Senior Professor of Philosophy and director of the
Francis A. Schaeffer Collection at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, where he has been on
faculty since 2001. Since 1995, he has travelled widely in Europe and Asia, lecturing in universities,
teaching in a variety of schools and presenting papers at conferences. He has published in various

professional journals, edited several books, either authored or co-authored six books and contributed
chapters in several books the last being God and Evil published by InterVarsity Press, 2013.

Schaeffer: The purpose of apologetics is not just to win an argument or a discussion, but that the
people with whom we are in contact may become Christians and then live under the Lordship of
Christ in the whole spectrum of life (GWT 153)

I.  The power of an argument rests in the nature of the objection

a. The objections today

i. What does it matter?

ii. What is the question?

b. The mindset today

i. Do beliefs matter?

ii. Choices are important

II.  The role of theistic arguments
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a. Debate or sporting event?

i. Truth or consequences

b. How to talk about God when people don’t care

i. Conversation starters

ii. Logical conclusions
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