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Refugees and Radicalisation 
	
  
Many asylum seekers are Muslim, so migration is a major factor in the growth of Europe's Muslim 
population. This seminar will first look at the links between EU asylum policy and radicalization. Second 
it will look at how God's command to love the other plays a major deterrent in radicalization. 
 
Paul Sydnor is EU Director of the International Association for Refugees (IAFR).  He has been serving 
refugees since 1985. He served with Operation Mobilisation (1 year), Slavic Gospel Association (3 years) 
and International Teams (15 years). He began serving with IAFR in 2010. He is an active founding 
member of the Refugee Highway Partnership in Europe. Having served as a pastor, Paul's focus has been 
to help local churches to reach out to refugees in meaningful ways. He has helped empower and activate 
church-based work among refugees in several places around Europe including, Austria, Italy, France, 
Germany and the UK. He has come alongside of a number of refugee leaders over the years to strengthen 
and support them in their own efforts, including refugee leaders from Croatia, Kosovo, Iran, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Syria and several parts of Africa. Paul and his family live in northern France. His wife is 
from Germany. They have raised their three teenage kids in 3 European countries. Paul is working on his 
Ph.D. at the Oxford Centre for Mission Studies (OCMS). 
 
 

I. Introduction  
 

A. Muslim numbers among Immigrants and asylum seekers  
 
 
 
 
 

B. Differences between immigrants and asylum seekers 
 
 
 
 
 

C. Asylum policy fosters radicalization  
 
 
 
 
 
 

II. The EU asylum policy  
 

A. 	
  Overview	
  of	
  the	
  asylum	
  process	
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B. Development of the asylum policy and its results 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C. Cause and effect of the policy in regards to radicalization.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

III. God's command to love and welcome the stranger is the greatest deterrent of 
radicalization 
 

A. God's heart is for the nations 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Offers a new basis for belonging  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C. Transforms perspective & gets involved practically 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IV. Conclusion, Questions & Discussion 
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Suggested Resources & Readings: 
 
ANSPAHA, K. 2008. The Integration of Islam in Europe: Preventing the radicalization of 

Muslim diasporas and counterterrorism policy The ECPR Fourth Pan-European 
Conference on EU Politics. University of Latvia, Riga, Latvia: ECPR. 

 
BENHABIB, S. 2013. The Rights of Others: Aliens, Residents and Citizens, Cambridge, UK, 

Cambridge University Press. 
 
BOERSMA, H. 2004. Violence, hospitality, and the cross: reappropriating the atonement 

tradition, Grand Rapids, MI, Baker Academic. 
 
BRETHERTON, L. 2004. Tolerance, Education and Hospitality: A Theological Proposal. 

Studies in Christian Ethics, 17, 25. 
 
CASTLES, S. & MILLER, M. J. 2009. The age of migration : international population 

movements in the modern world, New York, Guilford Press. 
 
CLANDESTINO. 2012. Irregular-Migration [Online]. European Commission, Available: 

http://irregular-migration.net/. 
 
COHEN, R. 1994. Frontiers of identity : the British and the others, London ; New York, 

Longman. 
 
EUROPA. 2013. Summaries of EU Legislation [Online]. Europa. Available: 

http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/index_en.htm. 
 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION 2010. The EU Internal Security Strategy in Action: Five steps 

towards a more secure Europe Home Affairs. 
 
HOME AFFAIRS 2010. Towards a European Security Model. European Council. 
 
HOME AFFAIRS. 2013. Homepage [Online]. European Commission. Available: 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/index_en.htm [Accessed 12/14/13. 
 
HOME AFFAIRS. 2014. Radicalisation Awareness Network (RAN) [Online]. European 

Commission, Available: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-
do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/index_en.htm 2014]. 

 
JACKSON, D. P., ALESSIA 2008. Mapping Migration, Mapping Churches' Responses: Europe 

Study. Churches' commission for Migrants in Europe, World Council of Churches. 
 
JRS EUOPE 2007. Report on Destitute Forced Migrants. In: WEERNINK, A., EITZINGER, I. 

& SCHÖPF, M. (eds.). 
 
LANIER, S. A. 2000. Foreign to familiar: a guide to understanding hot- and cold-climate 
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cultures, Hagerstown, MD, McDougal Pub. 
 
Welcome, 2009. Directed by LIORET, P.: Cinefile World. 
 
MIGREUROP 2012. Atlas of Migration in Europe: A critical geography of migration policies, 

UK, New Internationalist Publications Ltd. 
 
POHL, C. D. 1999. Making room: recovering hospitality as a Christian tradition, Grand Rapids, 

Mich., W.B. Eerdmans. 
 
RAN 2014. Preventing Radicalisation to Terrorism and Violent Extremism: Strengthening the 

EU's Response. RAN Collection: Approaches, lessons learned and practices. Radical 
Awareness Network. 

 
SUTHERLAND, A. 2006. I was a stranger: a Christian theology of hospitality, Nashville, 

Abingdon Press. 
 
YONG, A. 2008. Hospitality and the Other: Pentecost, Christian Practice, and the Neighbor, 
Maryknoll, Orbis Books. 


