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Radicalisation of Muslims in Europe: An Overview

We hear a lot about radicalisation of Muslims in Europe but there is confusion about what it means and
how widespread it is, whether or not it is organised and growing. During this session we will provide an
overview of some of the main characteristics of radicalisation of Muslims in Europe.

Bert de Ruiter is a staff worker of Operation Mobilisation in Europe and the European Evangelical
Alliance. He has been involved in Christian-Muslim relations in Europe for almost 30 years. He got an
MA in World Evangelization and a D.Min. in Christian-Muslim relations. He has authored two books: 4
Single Hand Cannot Applaud, on the value of the book of Proverbs in evangelising Muslims, and Sharing
Lives, on how Christians can overcome their fear of Islam and learn to share their lives with Muslims. He
also has developed a course that is being taught in several European countries, entitled Sharing Lives, to

help Christians share their lives with Muslims. Bert lives in Amsterdam, Netherlands, is married, and has
two children and two grandchildren.

1. Introduction

2. Scope

3. Definition of radicalization

4. History

5. Roots of Islamic extremism

5. Not all is radicalisation

a. Mainline Muslims vs radical Muslims

b. Fundamentalist Muslims vs radical Muslims

6. Islamists
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a. Missionary Islamists

b. Political Islamists

c. Jihadi Islamists

7. Salafists

a. Salafi pietists

b. Salafi Jihadis

8. Political radicalization vs theological radicalization

9. Examples of radical groups

10. Characteristics of radical Muslims in Europe

11. Future of radical Muslims in Europe

12. Conclusion
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