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Apologetics as Love 
 
How do loving our neighbour and effectively communicating the Gospel fit together? Why do we feel so 
awkward and uncomfortable about evangelism? Are their certain questions we should be asking non-
Christians? How and when should we ask these questions? Is there a loving and compassionate way to 
help sceptics see their need for God? This workshop is designed to answer questions such as these. 
Through it, Ellis Potter explains how we fully love unbelieving family members and friends by explaining 
to them the truthfulness of the Gospel. 
 
Ellis Potter, a native Californian, is a former Buddhist monk who became a Christian under the influence 
and ministry of the late Dr. Francis Schaeffer.  He worked for many years with Schaeffer at L’Abri 
Fellowship, Switzerland and was the pastor of the Basel Christian Fellowship for ten years.  Potter’s 
unique background includes music and the arts, theology and philosophy, which qualifies him to lecture 
on a variety of subjects including the relevancy of Christianity to the arts and modern philosophical and 
social movements.  He often lectures on a comparison of Biblical and other worldviews, seeking to 
establish the clear truth of God’s Word.  He now works as an independent missionary, based in Basel, 
Switzerland and directs most of his attention and energies eastward to the developing nations of Central 
and Eastern Europe.  With his wife, Mary, he founded Eastern European Renewal (EER). 
 
 
Apologetic Considerations 
 

 
1. Don’t be prejudiced or ridiculing.  Don’t expect to agree or disagree. 

 
 
 
 

2. Ask many questions.  Encourage straight and adequate answers. 
 
 
 
 

3. Don’t allow pragmatic ethical considerations and moral absolute considerations to be 
separated from each other in the discussion. 

 
 
 
 

4. Don’t be swept away by experiences or phenomena (levitation, sensations, speaking in 
tongues, healing, mind reading, etc.) 

 
 
 
 

5. Take time and care to have the same meaning for terms (Lord, God, good, love, rights, 
tolerance, faith, worship, spiritual, etc.) 
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6. Encourage consistency and continuity of categories throughout the discussion and from day 
to day. (Spirit, love, God, man, meaning, etc.) 

 
 

 
 

7. Look for both Verifiability and Falsifiability in worldview claims. 
 
 
 
 

8. Do not answer questions that have not been asked, but help people to find and articulate 
their questions. 

 
 
 

 
9. Never say “yes” for the sake of niceness.  

 
 
 
 

10. Expect ideas to correspond to reality as a whole in the conscious waking state. 
 
 
 
 

11. Include both Objectivity and Subjectivity in the discussion. 
 
 
 
 

12. Carry ideas to their ultimate logical conclusions and consequences.  (E.g. If people are good 
then there is no way to judge Hitler)  


