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Understanding and Evaluating the Appeal of Roman Catholicism 
 

Why are some evangelicals converting to Roman Catholicism? What is attractive about Roman 
Catholicism? What are the differences between what Roman Catholics and evangelicals believe? Are the 
differences substantial? This session will explore and evaluate why evangelicals find Catholicism 
appealing, clarify important differences and help evangelicals better understand their own identity. 
 
Leonardo De Chirico planted and pastored an evangelical church in Ferrara, Italy, from 1997 to 2009. 
Since 2009, he has been involved in a church planting project in Rome and is now pastor of the church 
Breccia di Roma. He earned degrees in History (University of Bologna), Theology (ETCW, Bridgend, 
Wales) and Bioethics (University of Padova). His PhD is from King's College (London); it was published 
as Evangelical Theological Perspectives on Post-Vatican II Roman Catholicism (Bern-Oxford: Peter 
Lang 2003). He is a lecturer of Historical Theology at Istituto di Formazione Evangelica e 
Documentazione in Padova, Italy. 
 

I. Introduction: Old and New Stories of Attraction  

A. Stories of conversions to Roman Catholicism: from John Henry Newman to the 
Present 
 
 
 

B. The More General Ecumenical-friendly Climate  

 

 

 

II. Assessing Roman Catholic Attractions 

A. The Personality of Recent Popes 

1. John Paul II the Moral Bulwark  

 

2. Benedict XVI the Augustinian Theologian 

 

3. Francis the Revolutionary Friend 
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B. The Growing Affinities in Language 

1. Evangelical Catholicism 

 

2. The Insistence on Mission by Pope Francis 

 
 

 

C. The Concerns for Global Causes 

1. The Protection of the Family and Life 

 

2. Ecumenism of Blood 

 

 

III. Evaluating Poor Evangelical Performances That Motivate the Attraction   

 

A. Evangelicalism is Too Fragmented: A Longing for Unity 

 

B. Evangelicalism is Too Pragmatic: A Longing for Holiness 

 

C. Evangelicalism is Too Narrow-Minded: A Longing for Catholicity 

 

D. Evangelicalism is Too Shallow: A Longing for Apostolicity 
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IV. Is Rome The Answer Then? 

A. Roman Catholicism is Not the Haven of Christianity 

 

 

B. Evangelicalism Needs to Recover and/or Discover its fully Orbed Biblical Scope 

 

 

C. The Reformation is not Over; It is an on-going Task; remaining basic Gospel 
differences with Rome 
 

 

 

V. Conclusion: On Being Attracted by the Triune God and His Gospel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Suggested Readings: 
J.H. Newman, Apologia Pro Vita Sua, 1865 (http://www.ccel.org/ccel/newman/apologia.html).  
R.L. Plummer (ed.), Journeys of Faith. Evangelicalism, Eastern Orthodoxy, Catholicism, and 
Anglicanism (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2012). 
M.A. Noll and C. Nystrom, Is the Reformation Over? An Evangelical Assessment of 
Contemporary Roman Catholicism (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2005). 
G. Weigel, Evangelical Catholicism. Deep Reform in the 21st-Century Church (New York: 
Basic Books, 2013). 


