Afternoon 2.2/Day 4

Identity Futures: The Cultural Undermining of Personal Identity
The Gospel carries big implications for our concept of self and identity. Yet we live in a hyper-connected
social-media world that offers a constantly shifting smorgasbord of different identities and self-
understandings. What impact is this having on society? And what are the opportunities for the Gospel?
Glynn Harrison is Emeritus Professor of Psychiatry, University of Bristol, UK, where he was a
practising consultant psychiatrist and Chair of the Department of Psychiatry. He preaches locally and

speaks widely on issues of faith and psychology, neuroscience, and psychiatry. He is especially focused
on supporting men’s ministries and fostering the development of Christian leaders and pastors.

I.  Concept: what is identity and why should we care?

II.  Journey: from natural law to designer selves: a (very) brief history of the Self

III.  Babel: the marketing and modern media of self -invention



Afternoon 2.2/Day 4

IV.  Confusion: the risks to human flourishing and the failure of self-esteem

V.  Opportunity: how then shall we live?
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