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Use and Misuse of Authority 
 

The issues of power and deception have become a topic of discussion in recent years.  We read and hear 

about power and its abuse by individuals, within families and churches, and certainly within political 

circles and governments. We hear about deception and how cover-ups have been carried on for years by 

large institutions, organisations, and churches.  These are critical topics for us to understand as we engage 

in leadership roles in ministry work. 

 

Diane Langberg is a practicing psychologist whose clinical expertise includes 40 years of working with 

trauma survivors and clergy. She is director of Diane Langberg, PhD & Associates, a group practice in 

suburban Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She is a clinical faculty member of Biblical Theological Seminary 

where she co-leads the Global Trauma Recovery Institute.  She is the author of Counsel for Pastors' 

Wives (Zondervan), Counseling Survivors of Sexual Abuse (Xulon Press) and On the Threshold of Hope: 

Opening the Door to Healing for Survivors of Sexual Abuse (Tyndale House) with an accompanying 

workbook (Xulon Press), as well as In Our Lives First: Meditations for Counselors (Kindle; Amazon) 

and the forthcoming Suffering and the Heart of God: How Trauma Destroys and Christ 

Restores (September 2015, New Growth Press). She serves on the board of the American Association of 

Christian Counselors and GRACE (Godly Response to Abuse in a Christian Environment).  Her books 

and many other resources can be found at www.dianelangberg.com 

 

 

I. The Seduction of Ministry 

 

 

 

 

A. Serve ministry rather than the Master 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Cease to live as sheep while we shepherd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Work crowds out worship 
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II. Misuse of Power and Authority 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A. Understanding of Power and Authority 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Deception and Examples 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. God’s Teaching on Power 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Jesus’ Response to the Three Seductions 
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