
BibleTeachersFOUND 1/ Day 2 

	   1 

The Scriptures and the Heart of the Preacher 
 

It is easy to fall into the trap of preaching in a way that is technically correct, but leaves our own hearts 
untouched.  Surely biblical preaching must involve communication of divine revelation that has first 
marked the heart and life of the preacher?  In this session Mike will lead us to consider the inner workings 
of the preacher’s heart, in response to God’s heart, which can then communicate with the hearts of the 
listeners in the preaching event. 
 
Michael Reeves is Director of Union and Senior Lecturer at Wales Evangelical School of Theology. 
Previously he has been Head of Theology for UCCF and an associate minister at All Souls Church, 
Langham Place, London. He is the author of Introducing Major Theologians, The Unquenchable 
Flame, The Good God and Christ our Life, co-editor of Adam, the Fall and Original Sin, and holds a 
doctorate in systematic theology from King’s College, London. He is married to Bethan, and together 
they have two daughters, Lucy and Mia. 
 
 
I. The heart of the preacher 
 
 
 

A. Love for God  

 
 
 
 
 

B. Love for people 

 
 
 
 
 
 
II. Light and heat  
 
“Holy affections are not heat without light; but evermore arise from some information of the 
understanding, some spiritual instruction that the mind receives, some light or actual 
knowledge.”1 
 
 
 
 
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1  Works  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  26  vols.  (New  Haven  &  London:  Yale  University  Press,  1957-‐‑2008),  2.266  
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III. How people change 
 
 

A. Erasmus vs Luther 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Two different visions 
 
 
 
 
 
Erasmus: 

Of what use is it to be sprinkled on the outside by holy water if filthy within? … No 
devotion better pleases Mary than the imitation of her humility… Would you please Peter 
and Paul? Then emulate the faith of the one and the charity of the other. Thereby you will 
do better than if you make ten pilgrimages to Rome. Would you imitate St. Francis? As it 
is you are arrogant, avaricious, and contentious. Control your temper, despise lucre. 
Overcome evil with good.2 

 
Luther:  

I could not have faith in God if I did not think he wanted to be favorable and kind to me. 
This in turn makes me feel kindly disposed toward him, and I am moved to trust him with 
all my heart and to look to him for all good things … Look here! This is how you must 
cultivate Christ in yourself… faith must spring up and flow from the blood and wounds 
and death of Christ. If you see in these that God is so kindly disposed toward you that he 
even gives his own Son for you, then your heart in turn must grow sweet and disposed 
toward God … We never read that the Holy Spirit was given to anybody because he had 
performed some works, but always when men have heard the gospel of Christ and the 
mercy of God.3  

 
 
 
Suggested Readings: 
 
Jonathan Edwards, Religious Affections (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1961) 
 
C. H. Spurgeon, Lectures to My Students: A Selection from Addresses Delivered to the Students 
of the Pastors’ College, Metropolitan Tabernacle (London: Passmore and Alabaster, 1875) 

 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2  Desiderius  Erasmus,  The  Enchiridion,  trans.  Raymond  Himelick  (Bloomington:  Indiana,  1965),  124  
3  Luther’s  Works,  Vol.  44,  30,  38-‐‑39  


