The Magnitude of the Need for Getting Along With Others
in 1 Peter 3:8

The apostle Peter was no stranger to conflict. He fully understands from experience that whenever we put
human beings in close proximity to each other, there are going to be sparks. Yet, he also knows that
Almighty God has called us to learn to get along with people. Moved by his own need and the Holy
Spirit, Peter writes this very practical portion of his first letter to his fellow battling believers.
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I. Acknowledging the Need, In General
A. 1 Peter 3:8 “To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted,

and humble in spirit...”

B. Proverbs 20:3 “Keeping away from strife is an honor for a man but any fool will
quarrel.”

C. Proverbs 27:17 “Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.”

D. James 4:1-2 “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the
source your pleasures that wage war in your members? You lust and do not have; so
you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and
quarrel.”

E. Romans 12:18 “If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.”

1. Admitting the Need Personally

Who are the people with whom you have the most difficulty getting along?

What have been your strategies for dealing with conflict? Are they working?
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