
 1 

How Should Christians Understand and Respond to Culture? 
 

Christians have responded to culture in a variety of ways over the centuries. How can we understand the 

different approaches? Through several easily understood diagrams this workshop will review the major 

ways in which Christian thinkers have proposed responding to culture. We will then consider additional 

models for a more holistic and biblical way in which followers of Jesus can be salt and light in the 

cultures that we inhabit.  

 

Ádám Szabados has been the Pastor at Evangelical Christian Church, Veszprém, since 1999. He is 

married to Dóra, and has two boys. He studied English literature and linguistics at the University of 

Veszprém (MA equivalent, with honours), and theology at Schloss Mittersill Study Center (Diploma in 

Biblical Studies and Culture) and at Covenant Theological Seminary (ThM in Exegetical Theology). He 

is currently doing his PhD in the area of New Testament at Károli Reformed University. He helped start 

the Hungarian Evangelical Forum and is the leader of its Steering Committee. His study on the 

Reformational understanding of sin has been published by the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and by 

ProPhilosophia. He wrote a book on Eros (Erosz nyomában, Harmat Publishing House, 2008), which 

aims to address both Christians and non-Christians in their search for the good, the true, and the beautiful. 

Ádám also has a popular theological-apologetic website (divinity.szabadosadam.hu). 

 

 

I. Protestant Models 

 

A. Anabaptist - Dualistic 

 

 

 

 

B. Lutheran - Dialectical 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Reformed - Holistic 

 

 

 

 

 

II. A Biblical Model 

 

A. People – Earth – God 
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B. Israel – Church – New Creation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. A Christian Philosophical Model 

 

A. Differentiation, Sphere Sovereignty, and Ground Motifs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Sphere Universality and the Idolization of Aspects of Reality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Unity by the State and Unity in the Heart 
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Christopher Wright, Old Testament Ethics for the People of God (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 

2009) 

Christopher Wright, Walking in the Ways of the Lord (Leicester, UK: Apollos, 1995) 


