A Sound Understanding of Christ as the Foundation of the Church

The centrality of Christ is fundamental to our understanding of the gospel and the life of the church. A
clear grasp of the believer’s new identity in Christ is essential, setting the individual free from guilt,
shame, the power of sin and legalistic endeavor. Union with Christ is at the heart of all our gospel work.
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I.  Understanding Christ objectively

A. The one who, though he was God, became fully man

B. The one who has perfectly revealed the father

C. The one who bore our guilt on the cross

D. The one who rose triumphant over death

E. The one who was ascended to God’s right hand with all authority

F. The one who is now Lord of all

G. The one who is king in his ever growing Kingdom



Il.  Knowing Christ experientially

A. As our source of life

1. Our true vine

2. Our living bread etc.

B. The one who has justified us with his gift of righteousness

1. He s our spotless righteousness

2. There is therefore now no condemnation

C. The one who has freed us from law and established a covenant of grace

1. We are not under law but under grace.

D. The one who has united us with himself in co-crucifixion, co-burial, co-
resurrection and co-ascension

E. The one who has made us part of his body here on earth

1. A functioning many-membered body with diverse gifts.

I11.  The one who accompanies and empowers us on our mission through the Holy Spirit



