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Arguments for and from Fulfilled Biblical Prophecies 
 

This session will explore arguments for and from fulfilled biblical prophecy. First, we will examine 

criteria for assessing predictive prophecy. We will then assess 1) Old Testament City Prophecies (e.g. 

prophecies about Jerusalem and Tyre) and 2) the New Testament record of fulfilled Old Testament 

messianic prophecies in light of the biblical and extra-biblical evidence. We will conclude by asking 

what the case for fulfilled biblical prophecy can contribute to a 'ramified natural theology' (i.e. a 

natural theology that takes into account ‘Christian evidences’). 

 

Peter S. Williams (www.peterswilliams.com) studied philosophy at Cardiff University (BA), 

Sheffield University (MA), and at the University of East Anglia in Norwich (MPhil). He then spent 

three years as a student pastor at Holy Trinity church Leicester before moving to Southampton to 

work alongside the Christian educational charity Damaris Trust (www.damaris.org), where as 

‘Philosopher in Residence’ he led Philosophy and Ethics conferences for sixth form students as well 

as undertaking various writing, speaking, and broadcasting engagements. Peter is Assistant Professor 

in Communication and Worldviews at Gimlekollen School of Journalism and Communication, NLA 

University, Norway. His publications include A Sceptic’s Guide to Atheism (Paternoster, 

2009), Understanding Jesus: Five Ways to Spiritual Enlightenment (Paternoster, 2011), C.S. Lewis vs. 

the New Atheists (Paternoster, 2013) and A Faithful Guide to Philosophy (Paternoster, 2013). 

 

I.  The Bible on Prophecy 

 

A. Isaiah 41:23: ‘Tell us what is to come hereafter, that we may know that you are 

[divine].’ 

 

B. Jeremiah 28:9: ‘the prophet who prophesies peace will be recognized as one truly 

sent by the Lord only if his prediction comes true.’ 

 

C. Deuteronomy 18:20-22: ‘“a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I 

have not commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, is to be put 

to death.” You may say to yourselves, “How can we know when a message has not 

been spoken by the Lord?” If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the Lord does 

not take place or come true, that is a message the Lord has not spoken.’ 

 

D. Used as apologetic in the NT (especially in the writings of Luke), e.g. by Jesus (Luke 

24:27), by Peter (Acts 2:22-36) & by Paul (Acts 17:2-4) 

 

 

 

II.  Jesus & the Temple 
 

A. Ian Wilson: ‘it is a straight fact of history that Herod’s seemingly so-permanent 

Temple, which Jesus had predicted would be destroyed within a generation of his time 

(Matthew 24:1-3; Mark 13:1-4; Luke 21:5-7), did indeed suffer this very fate.’ - The 

Bible Is History (Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1999), p. 238. 

 

B. Karl Popper: ‘Confirmations should count only if they are the result of risky 

predictions…’ – Conjectures and Refutations (1963) 

 

C. The specificity of the predictions: within a generation/no stone on another/stones 

thrown down/flight most urgent after desecration of temple 
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D. At odds of 1 in 10 each = unlikeliness of 1 in 10
4 

(1 in 10,000) 

 

 

 

III.  Criteria 

 

A. William Lane Craig: ‘for a design inference... in addition to high improbability there 

also needs to be conformity to an independently given pattern… Thus, for example, in 

a poker game any deal of cards is equally and highly improbable, but if you find that 

every time a certain player deals he gets all four aces, you can bet this is not the result 

of chance but of design.’ 

 

B. William A. Dembski: ‘A seemingly improbable event can become quite probable 

when placed within the appropriate reference class of probabilistic resources. On the 

other hand, it may remain improbable even after all the relevant probabilistic 

resources have been factored in. If it remains improbable (and therefore complex) and 

if the event is also specified, then it exhibits specified complexity.’ – ‘The Chance of 

the Gaps’ 

 

C. If there’s a close correspondence between the most plausible reading of one or 

more specific prophetic predictions and a sufficiently improbable event or series 

of events then the best explanation for this match is design. 

 

D. In such a case, if the prediction/s were a) written some time before the event and b) 

the event couldn’t be or wasn’t humanly manipulated to fit the prediction, then 

the best explanation of the match will appeal to the supernatural resources of the 

religious context of the prophecy/prophecies. 
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IV.  Saving Jerusalem from Sennacherib 

 

A. Isaiah & 2 Kings report prophecies that are the result of divine intervention: 

 

1. Sennacherib wouldn’t attack Jerusalem (1 in 100) ✓ 

2. Sennacherib wouldn’t take Jerusalem (1 in 10) ✓ 

3. Sennacherib would go back to Nineveh without having taken Jerusalem and 

wouldn’t return to finish the job (1 in 100) ✓ 

 

4. Odds of 1 in 10
5
 (call these the Prime OT Jerusalem Prophecies) 

 

 

B. Secondary prophecies (made before the event but reported after): 

 

1. Sennacherib would be murdered (by sword) (1 in 10) ✓ 

2. Sennacherib would be murdered in his own country (1 in 10) ✓ 

 

3. Odds of 1 in 10
2
 

 

 

V.  Destroying Tyre 

 

A. Short-term prophecies: 

 

1. Nebuchadnezzar of Babylonia will attack Tyre ✓ 

2. Nebuchadnezzar will 1
st
 attack coastal towns ✓ 

 

B. Long-term prophecies: 

 

1.Multiple nations will attack Tyre ✓ 

2.Their attacks will be successive ✓ 

3.Tyre will be leveled ✓ 

4.The rubble of Tyre will be put into the sea ✓ 

5.Tyre will become a place where fishermen can dry their nets ✓ 

6.The inhabitants will never re-build Tyre ✓ 

 

C. Total Odds: 1 in 10
8
 

 

 

VI. Messianic Prophecies 

 

A. ‘Some prophets told how kind God would be to you, and they searched hard to find 

out more about the way you would be saved. The Spirit of Christ was in them and was 

telling them how Christ would suffer and would then be given great honour. So they 

searched to find out exactly who Christ would be and when this would happen.’ (1 

Peter 1:10-11 CEV) 
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B. Setting aside any events that are inherently miraculous (e.g. healings) James Dietz 

lists 25 OT prophecies fulfilled in Jesus. Assigning a very conservative 1 in 4 chance 

to each event, he calculates a 1 in 10
15

 probability of chance fulfillment: ‘If there are 

prophecies in the list… that a reader finds objectionable [e.g. Hosea 11:1 – escape to 

Egypt], other prophecies can be used to make up the 25.’ 

 

 

 
 

 

C. David Phillips, the senior climatologist with Environment Canada, estimated that the 

total number of snowflakes that have fallen on Earth over the course of time is c. 10
34

. 

 

 

D. Thomas V. Morris: ‘A [fulfilled] series of prophecies made by different people at 

different times and culminating in a single fulfilment by the life of so remarkable a 

person as Jesus cries out for an explanation of a quite extraordinary sort... the most 

reasonable explanation is that God was involved in the prophecy and fulfilment, 

thereby giving us an extra ground for accepting Jesus as the culmination of divine 

revelation.’ – Making Sense Of It All, p. 166. 

 

 

 

VII. Conclusions 

 

A. The Bible contains accurate knowledge about various historical events 
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B. There’s evidence (varying in strength) that these events were predicted by specific 

prophecies made before the fact 

 

C. The best evidence concerns messianic prophecies fulfilled in Jesus 

 

D. The match between these specific prophecies and events is sufficiently unlikely to 

justify a design inference 

 

E. The best explanation is revelation from the Biblical God 

(foreknowledge/power/intelligence/moral concern) 
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