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‘They [the prophets] have a queer way of 
talking, like people who, instead of 
proceeding in an orderly manner, ramble 
off from one thing to the next, so that you 
cannot make head or tail of them or see 
what they are ge@ng at.’ 

—MarEn Luther



‘I believe the messianic thrust of the OT 
was the whole reason the books of the 
Hebrew Bible were wriKen. In other 
words, the Hebrew Bible was not wriKen 
as the naEonal literature of Israel. It 
probably also was not wriKen to the 
naEon of Israel as such. It was rather 
wriKen, in my opinion, as the expression 
of the deep-seated messianic hope of a 
small group of faithful prophets and their 
followers.’ 

—John Sailhamer



“It follows that the OT can hardly be called 
‘a book about Jesus’ as if he were the 
principal subject. Where there is a future 
hope, it is centered on God himself and in 
some places on a messianic figure who is 
not idenEfied. Jesus is not explicitly 
present.” 

—I. Howard Marshall



Chapter 9 

Theological Interpreta0on: Don’t 
Be Christ-centered, Don’t Be 

Trinitarian, Don’t Be Constrained 
by the Rule of Faith 



ת אָדָ֑ם פֶר תּ+לְדֹ֖ Αὕτη ἡ βίβλος γενέσεως ἀνθρώπωνזֶה֣ סֵ֔ LXX

          Βίβλος γενέσεως Ἰησοῦ χριστοῦ MaB 1:1



‘The Old is in the New revealed, the New 
is in the Old concealed.’ 

—AugusEne
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Todd Bolen 
  

“The Messiah in Isaiah 7:14: 
The Virgin Birth,” MSJ 33.2



Persia

Assyria

Babylonia

Aram

Canaan
Egypt

Arabia

Elam



The Taylor Prism



iii 18: ḫa-za-qi-a-ú  
KUR.ia-ú-da-a-a 

‘Hezekiah, of Judah’



iii 27b: URU.ur-sa-li-im-mu  
URU LUGAL-ti-šú 

‘Jerusalem, his royal city’





Merodach-baladan 

(Marduk-apla-iddina II 
‘Marduk has given a son’)



עַלְמָה 
ʕalmâ

בְּתוּלָה 
bətûlâ

9x 50x

‘virgin’?
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v. 11
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Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, ‘Ask [šʔl] a sign 
[ʔt] of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol [šʔlh] or as high as heaven [l-mʕlh].

v. 11

But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask [ʔšʔl], and I will 
not put the LORD to the test.

v. 12

And he said, ‘Hear then [pl.], O house of David! 
Is it too little for you [pl.] to weary men, that 
you weary my God also?

v. 13

Therefore the LORD himself will give you a sign  
[ʔt]. Behold, the virgin is pregnant [h-ʕlmh hrh], 
and bears a son, and shall call his name 
Emmanuel.’

v. 14


