Strong Foundations: The Prayers of Many

In 2 Corinthians 1:11, we read “You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our
behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many.” Paul in his writings often urges the need
for prayer in order that his mission will be fruitful. He simply cannot conceive that doing what he is
attempting will be fruitful at all without large scale, ongoing “prayers of many.” The Church in the global
South and East can teach the church in the western world much about gospel advance. One obvious
stand-out example is the priority placed on corporate prayer by churches in non-western contexts. In this
session, Mike and the team will explore the why and the how corporate prayer in the local church can
once again become the driver for gospel fruitfulness it should be. It is the contention of this session that
Europe needs a movement of prayer in order to ignite a movement of gospel advance. The one cannot
happen without the other.

Tuuli Platner is the daughter of missionaries and a third culture kid; living in two different continents by
age 7 before her family settled in the UK long-term. Now she is all grown up and has the privilege of
serving the local church within student ministry and God's wider church in her media and
communications role at Relational Mission. Most recently, she has also stepped into a new adventure of
living missionally in a diverse community in the heart of London.

I. Prayers of Many

A. Paul facing challenge in his mission

B. Works this out through prayer — not team meetings and reinforcements
1. A collective weight of the prayers of many

2. Spurgeon: “Someone said that 2000 or 3000 had no more power in prayer than
2 or 3. | think that is a grave mistake in many ways. Have you never noticed
that when many together praying, warmth of desire and glow of earnestness are
greatly increased.”

3. Pete Greig: “The last 30 years revolutionized worship in the local church.
Imagine what would have happened if the same energy, creativity and focus

had gone transforming prayer.”

C. 1 Corinthians 15:3 - Christ dying for our sins is the ‘first importance doctrine’ for the
local church.

1 Timothy 2:1 - corporate prayer is the ‘first importance practice’ for local church
practice.

Do we line up with his emphasis on both doctrine and practice?



Il. You Also Must Help Us

A. We might feel we are poor at prayer — but we can learn!

B.

C.

Prayer designed for drama / crisis

It is for ALL of us to learn and grow — 90% of prayer in New Testament is corporate

D. A room full of faith filled prayer is contagious

I1. In Answer To

A. Spurgeon: “Whether we like it or not, asking is the rule of the Kingdom. If you may

have anything by asking in His name, and nothing without asking, | beg you to see how
absolutely vital prayer is”

DA Carson: “The easiest thing about prayer is giving up, like the little boy who rings
the doorbell, then runs away!”

Andrew Murray: “Let Christians awake and hear the message your prayer can obtain
what otherwise will be withheld, can accomplish what otherwise remains undone. God
longs to give but holds the blessing back.

Jonathon Edwards: “That which God makes the abundant subject of his promises,
God’s people should make the abundant subject of their prayers.

IV. Building Effective Corporate Prayer

A. 2 Corinthians 1:11 & An Humble Attempt

B. The most important thing we do — all of the eggs in one basket

C. ENOUGH - our vehicle for corporate prayer

Suggested Reading:

A Call to United Extraordinary Prayer: An Humble Attempt, Edwards, Jonathon (2004) Christian
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