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Writing in the first century

Graffiti, Pompei — Election slogans

Ostrakon, BM EA 14030

Coptic 8 ™ century



Writing in the first century
Vindolanda tablet, Latin
Letter on bark

P.Oxy 4959, Letter of Ammonius to his parents



Pompeii, House of the banker
Wooden tablet, papyrus notebook, capsa with papyrus scrolls

Pompeii
Bundle of wooden tablets



Collection of tablets

fce 20, Photsgeaphic D, Goofoy.

Break with the Synagogue
P.Oxy 3522, first century
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Advantages of the Scroll

1Qlsa® Isaiah scroll, Israel museum




Parthenon frieze
British Museum, London
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‘5’{1 12 speerd eizyer, Byan and Laura wgre young,
newly married/(lhrlsﬂans, They had the same quirky sense
of humor; and they both loved anima\s.kTh_ey shared the gos-
pel with friends and family. And they miﬂISIBFEf# toge}her as
musicians. Five years ago their marriagg ended in'a bitter di-
vorce. They had some financial difﬁcumes. that led to anger,
which fed to resentment, which led to disconnection ﬂpm
the church, which led to infidelity, which led to separation,

ich'led to divorce,

Wy‘Tndav,'Hyén and Laura oniy speak toeach other 1hrgugh
lawyers—and then, it seems, only. to m.alfe accusations,
argue about child support or schedule visitation for their
two young boys. No one could have pr,edmtedvihfs outcome.

Or could they? Of course, while most Christian couples
occasionally fight, they don’t end up in divorce court. But are
there some below-the-surface attitudes that might predict:
such an outcom: If- '. quar
vindictiveness, envy,-impatience, pettiness. pride, score-
keeping, anger or avoidance of troublesome issues?

Some Christians say, “Life would be so miich better for us -
if onty we lived like peaple in the early church.” Hea\ly? The
church i Corinth was ‘a mess. The culture surround}ng the
church was marked by pagan worship and imrqoramy. And
the church wasn't much differént. In 1 Corinthians 8, Paul

* wronged? Why riot rathot be

Th very fact that you have
fawsuits among you means you
' have been completely defeated
already. Why not rather be

cheated? .
: 1 CORINTHIANS 657

<4 What divorces have we
witnessed among believers?
What did we see in those
marriages that may have
contiibuted o the divorce?
Did divorce solve anything, or
is there still bitterness, anger,
mistrust and hurt between the
couple?

<How do we resolve our
differences? Do we work
through troublesome issues
..-and settle them, or do the: « '+
same issues keep surfacing?
What might be at the heart of
" those disputes? , .

+ At what point might we have to
bring our difficulties to another

even had to wan believers about suing each other. ;

Paul chastised them, asking them what thgv ‘would' win
in court if, along.the way, they stopped. being forgiving,
patient, merciful and loving—in short, if they gave up their
new identity in Christ.

So Paul urged believers—including us—to be willing to be wronged or cheated rather than bri

couple, a counseloror a pastor .
for help?

you, whom you have received from God?
You are not your own; 2°you were bought
at a price. Therefore honor God with your
bodies.

Concerning Married Life

Now for the matters you wrote about:
“It is good for a man not to have sexual
elations with a woman.” But since sexual
mmorality is occurring, each man should
ave sexual relations with his own wife, and
ach woman with her own husband. *The
husband should fulfill is marital duty to his
ife, and likewise the wife to her husband.”
"The wife does not have authority over her
wi body but yields it to her husband. In
: he same way, the husband does not have
uthority over his own body but yields it to
is wife. *Do not deprive each other except
erhaps by mutual consent and for a time;
o that you may devote yourselves to prayer.
'hen come together again so that Satan will
ot tempt you because of your lack of self-
ontrol. %I say this as a concession, not as a
fommand..”I wish that all of you were as T
m. But each of you has your own gift from
bod; one has this gift, another has that,
“Now to the unmarried and the widows T
ay: Itis good for them to stay unmarried, as
do. *Butif they cannot control themselves,
ey should marry, for it is better to marry
an to burn with passion:
1To the married 1 give this command
not 1, but the Lord): A wife must not sepa-
ate from her husband. "' But if she'does, she
ust remain unmarried or clse be recon-
filed to her husband. Anda husband must
ot divorce his wife. ; ¢

1 CORINTHIANS 7:31 1371

circumstances; God has called us to live in
peace. *How do you know, wife, whether
youwill save your husband? Or, how do you
know, husband, whether you will save your.
wife?

Concerning Change of Status
"Nevertheless, each person should live
as a believer in whatever situation the Lord
has assigned to them, just as God has called
them, This is the rule I lay down in all the
churches, **Was a man already circumcised
when he was called? He should not become
unei Was a man uncircumcised
when he was called? He should not be cir-
cumcised. **Circumcision is nothing and
uncircumecision is nothing, Keeping God’s
commands is what counts. 2°Each person
should remain in the situation they were in
when God called them. ¢
2! Were you a slave when you were called?
Don'tletittrouble you—although if you can
gain your freedom; do so. 22For the one who
was a slave when called to faith in the Lord
is the Lord’s freed person; similarly, the one
who was free when called is Christ’s slave.
You were bought at a price; do not become
slaves of human beings, **Brothers and sis-
ters, each person, as responsible to God,
should remain in the situation they were in
when God called them.

Concerning the Unmarried

#Now aboul virgins: I have no command
from the Lord, but I give a judgment as one
who by'the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy.
**Beécause of the present crisis, I think that
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we] were sanctified, [wel were justified in the name o ! bythe
[God]” {1 Corinthians 6:11). That gives us power to work through most any differences —ﬂyutSIQB

itis good for & man-to remain as he is, 27 Are
you pledged to a woman? Do not seek to be
released: Are you freefrom such a-commit-
ment? Do not look for a wife, *But it you do
marry, you have not sinned;.and if a virgin
marries, she has not sinned. But those who
marry will face many troubles in this life;
and Iwant to spare you this, .

What I mean, brothers and sisters, is
that the Lime is short. From now on those
who have wives should Tive as if they do not;
#those who mourn, as if they did not; those
who are happy, as if they were not; those
who buy something, as if it were not theirs
to keep; *those who use the things of the

*¥To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If
1y brother has a wife who is not a beliéver
d she is willing to live with him; he must -
otdivorce her. S And if a woman has a hus- -
jand who is not a believer and he is willing
live with her, she must not divorce him:
Tor the unbelicving husband has been..
ctified through his wife, and the unbe-
eving wife has been sanctified through

- believing husband. Otherwise your
ildren would be unclean, bui as it is, they
¢ holy.

*But if the unbeliever leaves, let it be so.
e brother or the sister isnotbound in such
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Personalised Bibles
NIV (Zondervan, 2011)

The New Revolution

kindle
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1 knew that I was being followed long before I saw
or heard my pursuer. I felt it by some instinct that
by now had been sharpened by experience; a
shifting of the air,  presence whese movements
invisibly shadowed my own. Someone was
watching me and had been for several days: from
the mouths of alleyways, from behind pillars or
walls, amid the crowds of people, carts and
animals that thronged the narrow streets of
Lendon or out among the river traffic, At times 1
even sensed ayes on me in the privacy of my room
at Salisbury Court, though that was surely
impossible and could only have been the tricks of
imagination.

It was the twenty-third day of July, 1584, and [
was hunrying to deliver my new baok to my printer
before he left London for the rest of the summer. A
merchant ship from Portugal had recently docked
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Author Denise Mina predicts fiction
revolution

By lan Youngs
Arts reporter, BBC News

The rise of ebooks will "fundamentally
change" the types of stories that are written
and who they are written by, an award-
winning author has predicted.

Denise Mina's book The End of the Wasp
Season won the Theakstons Old Peculier Crime
Novel of the Year Award in Harrogate, Yorkshire,
on Thursday.

"Nobody knows what sells. More so now because the market's changing
so fundamentally because of Kindle and electronic publishing. It's a
fundamental shift in the way stories are put out into the world."

Nobody knows what sells. More so now because the market's changing
so fundamentally because of Kindle and electronic publishing. It's a
fundamental shift in the way stories are put out into the world."

30-year low

Author Child wins top
crime award

Electronic Age: Reading and Presenting the Scripture
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NIV (Zondervan 2011); NRSV (CUP, 1989)
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Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God |
To THE CHOIRMASTER. A PSAIM (

5 ]. DAVID, WHEN ¥ NATHAN THE PRO
WENT TO HIM, AFTER HE HAD GO
TO BATHSHEBA. .

1% Have mercy on me,’ O God,
according to your steadias
according to your *abundan
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Our Edited Bibles: Editing the Introduction

ESV (Crossway 2001)



